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Ausust 19L6, Notes for Director-—Ceneralts Meetins with the Prime liinister. 18. 

Teteicls Lecture on Jewish Sxtremist and Terrorist Activities. | 4 4 
ce 

31. 30-le Frou Brisadier attaching repert for subaission to C,1.¢5, 2a. 


re the security situation in Palestine “1th ~articular reference to 
counter Terrorism and Illegal I:migration. 
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1. kr. Robertson asked me to re ag the attached report on the mat, 
Reig gia Situsti Ov in Palestine’ (sent by Rrivadier to 


fa) How accurate is the information contained in the 
report regarding illegal immij:ration. 


fb) To what extent has action suggested, vith a view to 
stonping illesel immigration, been taken already 


e The reference in para.10 to an agreement in Furope in LOG 
between the Jewish Agency and Revisionist illeval inmnipration 
organisations is ~ I understand ~ based on a FOX! message of more 

than a year ago. More recent FOC inf ormation, as well as infor- 
mation from non FOG sources, reveels that relations between the 

two orsanisations is extremely streined, and IT very much doubt 7% 
whether the sailing of the "ARRIL" was the resvlt of co-overation 
between the two orasnisations. ‘he fisures sziven in para.l? are 

e reasonable estimate, come from a source known to us, and aoproximate 
te our own estimates of the numbers of illeval innigrants likely 

arrive this year (based on the estinated carrying. caracity of 

the shivs known or Ripersigpehies to be available, and on the concentrations 
of intending immiprants in Maritime countries. \ 


ob 
© 


3. Para.13fa) is misleading if it implies that the Russians are 
‘deliberately and methodicelly assisting the illegal emigration of 
jgews fron territory under their control. The orincipal reservoirs 
cide Russian control arc, of course, in Poland (anproximately 
500) eee Roumenia (no figures evailable but considerably less 
Fae in Poland); not all of these Polish Jews are on the move. 


digo Peres 3) is inaccurate. There are some 25,000 Jewish D.?P.s 
in ian 22,000 in the 1,5, Zone of Austria elone and about 1.0000 
in the 17.5. Zone of Germany. Not ell of these D.P,s are concentrated 
in semi-autonomous canns. \ very large nuaber ~ possibly even a 
majority ~ are in TLN.R.R.A. controlled cemns and not in Zonist-run 
Machsharoth, 


Sf.  Paras.12 fc) (a) and fe) are substantially correct. 
a 6. Para.!5 lists sone suggestions for the control of ini. orants. 


Sub-para., { a is covered by crorosals already made bv the Foreicn 

Office for the working of the new T.R.O. in the British Zones of 
‘ustria and Germany and - it is to be honed ~ other countries 

converned, It ca elso covered fairly satisfactorily by recent 

Italian sssuran end less satisfactorily an the recent Prench 
conversations. 


i) 
= 


a 


7. Sub-para.(b) is desirable but likely to be vitiated by prior 
agreements made by the Wrench, Relsium and Ttalian Governments {Por 
instance) with Jewish refugee organisations to allocate a floating 
quota of immiszrant Jews in their countries. 


B, Sub-nare.. (ey; The French Government will not rsconsider 
their gre ta of fr O00 and rely at rresent on the bona fides of the 
central Refuree Orvaniseddon in Frence, with which they concluded 
the acreementsrather than on proof of possession odes genuine travel 


7 


YdAocurents 


® So alles fea ane No 10 of 22.5.47, a OF 607 ifunte, 
nAs~ heading I} We “ Khlahin, cnt, Mares (fara . (2), 


[P.T. Over, 
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documents and of reservations with shipping firms. I do not 
think the last point has ever been taken up, and I do not know 

of any approach having been made to the Relgi@n Government Similar 
to that made recently to the French. 


9.  Sub-para.(d) has been partly met in so far as the French 
have agreed to submit, if not nominal rolls, similar particulars. 
A similar request has ‘already been made to the Italian Government, 
I think this precaution is likely to prove ineffective, since the 
organisers will adopt a new tactic of providing one set of (false) 
names flor the French authorities, and a completely different set 
of (false) names for the Palestine authorities, both setS of names 
relating to the same group of illegal immigrants. 


10. Para.l6(a). Withdrawal of registration is effective only 
if the port authorities exercise proper control. For instance, 
it seems to have been effective in the case of the "SAN BASTI(O" 

at Gothenburg, where the Swedes will not release her until she 
again acquires some nationality; on the other hand it was not 
effective in the case of the "SAN FILIPO", which was allowed to 
leave Marseilles after Panamanian registration had been withdrawn. 
Withdrawal of registration should, therefore, be followed closely 
by representations to the Government of the country in which the 
particular ship is lying. 


1l. -Para.l6(b). The only means so far found of detaining 
suspected ships in British ports have been as follows;- | 


(i): A "go-slow" order on repaftis and refitting, issued 
through the Admiralty. 


(ii) Deadly in supply of qoal bunkers. 


Neither of these methods is sufficient, and what is needed is a 
more radical approach to the problem, preferably one allowing for 
the actual arrest of the ship. 


12. The names of intending purchasers of ships about to be sold | 
by the Admiralty and Ministry of Transport are now referred to 
M.I.5 before the sale is authorised. 


13. Para.l7. A list of know organisers likely to circulate 
in the U.K. has already been prepared so that as many facilities 
as possible can be denied to them. Similar steps should be taken : 
overseas as suggested by Brigadier M.I.6 have the | 
relevant information. | 


@ 6 


U,. Paras.18 to 21, I agree with these conclusions in so 
far as they deal with illegal immigration. : 
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ZLONIST SUBVERSIV" ACTIVITIES 
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i should like to becin by reminding you that the sub ject 


2 Il am proposing to talk is that of "Zionist subversive 


This title has been chosen with some care, and I would 


euphasise the words "Zionist" and "subversive". Mele%e are not of 


@ 


ourse concerned with the activities cf Jewa as such, Nor does Mo.IeG 


Gevote time to studyin. Zionist activities as « whole, except where 


these are definitely of a subversive 


nature or prejudicial to the 


defence plans of the British “mpirése There is nothing illegal in 


AiLONism as a political creed, 


when the 


Goubt to 


dancer to the securi 


& only comes within our province 
activities of some of its extremist supporters qualify beyond 
be described as secret, subversive or Aliegeal, and thus a 

ty of the Mapire and of this country. 


“ven within these limitations, however, the field 


Oo. 2ionist subversive activities is a very large one ~ too large for - 


: ™ ~~. 324 5 . ~ 
Main Headings - Zionist 


ab, <2 —s 4. 2 
; ra. > ‘>? 7 “ 
OsuLy 2 & td 


© any attempt to cover it as a whole in the course of a short 


roadly, we have found it convenient to examine it uncer four 


subversive propaganda and political activities, 


ifimicration, Zionist smteliigence and Zionist terrorist 


Of these four headings, it is the last ~terrorist 


“a ~ which is probably of sreatest interest to you as Police 


vificerse It ds under this heading that I propose to confine the 


greater 


- 


ry ose % g» 
wait wi | 


the work of the security Service. The detection and prevention 


of terror 


my Lirector 


part of my talk, 


sounter-terrorisgm is of course properly speaking no 
28t acts clearly falls to the Hone frice and to the i eee 
om of policy was formally agreed last year os between 


~“Oneral and Scotland Yard, 4.1.5 have nevertheless, J 


think, been able to assist the Police to some effect in carrying out 


their responsibilities in this di 


into +) 


Nown to 


ection, by passing on information 
irom secret Sources, usually im the course of enquiries 
activities of individuals or crvanisations not thengelves 
have terrorist intentions, but whose subversive political 


/Pendoncies 
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tendencies have caused them to be a fit subject of study by the 
Security ‘ervice, 
When the Govermnent announced its intention ©f surremering 


the Palestine Mandate on May 15th, and of withdrawing all British 





troops from the country by August ist, our first feeling was to sane 

GONTINUS TO BE extent one of relief, in that it seemed that there would shortly cease 

4 SANGER to be a reason for Great Britain continuins to be a trazet for 
terrorist activities, It had long been the object of the terrorists to 
remove the British Govermaent and forces from Palestine, and with this 
object in sight, it seemed reasonable to expect that we would no 
ionger be regarded by the IRGUN ZVAI LMI and STERN Group as Public 
Gneny Noei. “vents, however, sean likely to prove this assumption 

& wrotige However logical it might have been, the Jewish terrorists are 

unfortunately not logical people. There has not in the past been 

much evidence of reason in their selection of persons or buildings 

az symbols of British rule and as therefore qualified for attaci. 

Their conception of the British as the ir primary enemy is deep-rooted 

anc will not be so easily eliminated, There are signs, goreover, that 

the political situatiog will not be lacking in what they thenuselves 

may Choose to regard as grounds for continued grievances against 

this country. For example, the United Nations Palestine Commission, 

iff 20S Peport to UslieOe, recamenied that a free port should be granted 





to the Jews by February ist in order to assist immigration. From the 
Sritish point of view, there were obvious difficulties in acceding to 
this request, simce port fecilities in Palestine were bound to be needed 
for the evacuation of British troops and atores, which in any event can 
only be cuaplete with difficulty by the time of our final doparture, 
Accordingly, Sir Alexander Cadogan made it known recently at Lake 
Success that iis Majesty's Goverment were unable to comply with this 
request, and that no free Jewish port would therefore be granted, 
this, i fear, is bound to be regarded by the Jews as provocative step 
om Our part. More important, it will give a reason for the 
continuation of iliegal immigration at least until the time when British 
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rule in Palestine ceases. Continued illegal immigration will mean a 
continued necessity for Naval and Military plans to intercept and 
dispose of Jews attempting to reach Palestine by sea, and thus entail 
a prolonged danger of clashes with the terrorists and with the HAGANA, 


the Gefence force of the Jewish Agency. Inumigration has always 


Lonist 
been the sore spot of the Zionist » and as long as it is British policy 


to restrict it, so long will they continue to regard the British as 
their enemies. 

Nor is this question of immigration likely to be 
the only Jewish grievance against us. Already, Zionist propaganda 
is active in accusations against the Govermment of partiality in 
permitting the supply of ams to the Arabs, while an embargo is 
placed upon the export of weapons and military supplies to the Jewish 
forces. in particular, the American ban on the export of arms to the 
Jews is pointed out as being unfair, it being also hinted that this 
policy has been developed as the result of British pressure. The 
fact that the Arab Legion is led and staffed by British officers is 
singled out as an example of a general British policy of secretiy 
supporting the Arabs to the detriment of the Jews. In general, Great 
Britain is accused of a perfidious desire to see the U,N.O. plan 
frustrated and the Arabs emerge the dominant power in the Middle Fest. 

These are reasons enough = at least in the eyes of 
the Jewish extremists - for the terrorists to continue to direct their 
activities against us at least until August 1st, the date upon which, 
in theory, British troops are to be finally withdrawn. It now appears 
uncertain whether that date wikl be final. On this subject, I am not 
in possession of official information, but I feel there may be some 
truth in recent newspaper reports hinting that British troops and 


administrators will be at least morally bound to play a major part 


in the maintenance of security in Palestine for a considerable time after 


the date formerly regarded as that of final evacuation. In the report 
submitted to the Security Council by the United Nations Palestine 


Commission on February 16th, the Commission rightly pointed out that 


they could not assume responsibility for enforcement of the partition 
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plan without some impartial military foree to keep the Jews and 
Arabs aparte As the Mandate will have ended on May 15th, such a 
force must obvicusly be international in character, It would be 
impossible for it to bear any national label; least of all could 
4% be an official British force. The fact however remains that tae 
British have had thirty years’ experience of rule in Palestine, and 
have been responsible up till now for the whole of the development 
of the govermuental system of that coutmry. British troops and British 
Police alone possess the experience necessary for keeping order in the 
supreacly difficult comditions which apply there. “ven if, therefore, 
the force whose aid the United Nations Comnission have requested is 
formally an international one, it seems inevitable that a part of its 
mace-up gust be Sritishe And even if the Goverment has no official 
responsibility for the policy under which thet force will Operate - 
for the policy will, of course, be a UseNeO. policy = the continued 
presenes of British treops, Police or aiministrat.rs in Palestine, 
though only sc te speak on loan to UsN.Oe, is more than likely to be 
rogardeg by the terrorists as sufficient reason for continued attacks 
aginst use As in the past, such attacks may not be eonfined to 
Palestine itself. Iy this connection it is perhaps significant that 
there has been as yet no sign of any disbandment of those terrorist 
Organisat.ons which are known te us to be operating in Europe ’ 
ancluding this country. 

it wouls perhaps be useful if I now revised our 
mowledge of these terrorist organisations outside Palestine ’ 
especially in so far as they may affect this country. First, however, 
i should perhaps remind you of the main Zionist volitical groupings, 
so that you may sce how the terrorist organisations - the IRGUN ZYAT 
iUai ani the STERN Group, and especially the former ~- fit into the 
gene al scheme of things. 

The Zionist movement, as most of you are no doubt 
Qwaxs, may be divided inte two main groups, There are firstly, those 
éionists who are in general sympathy with the icadership of the Jewish 


Agency, which, under the terms of the Mandate, represents the Jewigh 
/ community 








community vis-a-vis the Palestine Government. The HAGANA - HAGANA 
is Hebrew word meaning defence - may be regarded as the Amy of the 
Jewish Agency. The ostensible reason for its existence is to defend 
the Jewish settlements ani the Palestine Jewish commumity in general 
against the threat of Arab attack. Acts of individual assassination 
am terrorisn are not normally part of the policy of MAGANA , and though 
HAGANA has certainly been guilty of such acts in Palestine in the 
past, we have as yet no evidence of it having attempted them in Surope. 
i propose therefore to concentrate more on the second main Zionist 
grouping, that of the Revisionists < or United Zionist Revisionist 
Organisation, as it is now called = whose general policy is directly 
Syzpathstic towards the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI and STERN Groupe 

The Revisionist organisation broke off from the main 
tionist bedy in 1925 under the leadership of the Russian Jew, 
Viedimir JABOTINSKI, accepting as the ultimate Zionist aim nothing less 
than the establishment of a Zionist state in the whole of Palestine 
ans Trangjordane It was JADOTINSKI also who was instrumental in the 
creation of the IRGUN ZVAI LUMI (or National Military Organisation) 
ami of the BETAR or Revisioniat Youth Organisation, from which a 
considerable masber of IRGUN rec wits are known to be drawn Since 
that time the Revisionists have adwitted or denied responsibility for the 
acts of terrorist organisation, in accordanee with political convenience, 
In recent years they have generally found it salutary to Geny it since 
admission might have hampered them as a political organisation. This 
has not however prevented them fron expressing afmiration and approval 
of the terrorists in their publications, especially in the United States, 

Particularly vociferous in this connection has been the 
so-called BURGSON Group in America. This group has included at various 
tim s a muber of organisations, of which the most prominent have been 
the IIMBREW GQBITTSE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION and the AI@RICAN LEAGUE FOR 
A PRSE PALYSTINE, under the general leadership of Peter BERGSON, a 
Lithuaman Jew, who was originally a member of the Revisionist 
orgmisation proper, am! who first went to America fran this comtry 


/in 








in 19:46 You may recall that the AMSRICAN LRACUE was represented 
in London in 1945 by a BRITISH LSAGUS FOR A PRE® PALSSTING, of which 
the central figure was that colourful character, Professor Johan 
SMERTENEO. SOUTINKO, you will remexber, was refused admission to 
this country at the beginning of 1947, since when we have heard 
littie of him, The BERGSON Group has however continued to be 
represented in Surope by its organisation in Paris, which was brought 
into being largely by the efforts of BENGSON's second~in-camani, 
Samael MERIIN. # According to information which we have just reocived, 
it seems likely that BSRGSCN himself may retire frm leadership, 
and that his place will be taken by MERLIN. MERLIN is reported as 
seeing no reason for a distinction between his group and the United 
Zionist evisionists organisation as a whole, «ni it is possible 
that the fomer ESRGSON Group will therefore before lone be formally 
tuted with the Nevisionists. This may also apply to the Hebrew Legion, 
an organisation which has recently grown up in London unier a certain 
jajor Seawel WSISER, representing BSZG3ON in this countrys 

Dy Jarwary of tast year, it wes clear to us that the 
hsacquarters of the Pevisionist orzanisation in Europe was in Paris, 
where they had by then established a World Secretariat. It was 
noticeable that two of the leading aabucs of this Secretariat had 
already been reported as active supportera of the IRGUN ZVAI LEU, 
and possibiy actual members of that orgamisation, Also from that time 
crevarcs, we received from several sources reports of increased activity 
on the part of the Hevisienist Youth Organisation known as BeTAR in 
Rurepe, and on the part of both the IRGUN ZVAI LE andi the STERN 
Group among the GeTAR.  Parellel with this develouent of activities 
by the Revisionist orgenisation itself, we were also watching the 
Preneh Branch of the BERGSON Croup, who showed signs of being more 
open in their activities, ani who, as in the United Statea, were 
publicly advertising their intention of placing their resources at 
the -isposal of the terrerist organisations. Reports from the French 
Police states af that time that the DUSGSON Group were foatering the 


Jevelo;ment of terrorist organisations in Pranee itself. Although our 
/information 
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infomation on this subject was not entirely clear, it seemed on the 
whole probable that, at least in Paris, the BERGSON Group ani the 
Revisionists had forgotten their political differences and were 
collaborating in assisting Continental terrorist activities. 

We believe that France is stiil the principal centre in Burope 
trun which Revisionist extremist activities, including terrorism, 
are directed, Subsidiary organisations have been developed in a 
number of other European countries, including Italy, Germany, 
Austria, France am last but not least the United Kingian. 

Perhaps the best way for me to give you an idea of the 
Way in which these Jewish terrorists have worked will be to 
chocee particular examples fram each of the countries I 
have named. I will leave this country to the last, 

Italy has for a long time been imown to us as an important 
centre of Zionist activity, a reason for this being thet the heel 
of Italy bas been the most frequently used point of exbarkation 
for Jewish illegal immigrants on their way by sea to Palestine. 
Refugee canps throughout Italy have been kept continnosly filled 
with Jews who have been assisted fron Central Europe across the 
Austrian frontier by the illegal immigration organisers, While 
these organisers have, we believe, been mainly HAGANA representatives, 
the Revisionists also have played their part in this traffic, ani 
proof of the presence of the IRGUN ZVAI IZUMI was sufficiently 
provided in November 1946, when they struck their first blow in 
Rurope by exploding a bab in the British Bubassy in Rome. ‘here 
were strong indications at that time that the United Zionist 
Hevisionist Organisation ard the BETAR were beth collaborating with 
the IRGUN in terremist plans. Since the, there has been less 
evicence of the active planning of terrorist outrages in Italy 
itself, but the Bevisionists are imewn to be strongly represented 
there, one of their most praninent figures being a certain Leon 
GARrI, a lawyer of Genoa, who has been known since before the war 
to be involved in illegml imeicration. 


/in Germany, 
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In Germany, there has for same time been ample evidence of 
the existence of Revisionist and Irgm cells in Displaced Persons 
camps in both the British and American Zones, Perhaps the most 
interesting case in Germany however was that which involved the 
placing of explosive charges on the min reilway line btween Berlin 
end Hanover in May and June last year, ‘The discovery that this 
atteupted cutrage was the responsibility of the IRGUN ZVAL Led 
was mainly the result of good work in the part of the Geman Police, 
operating uncer the Control Comission, ami it may be of interest 
if I recount sane of their investigations in detail, 

the charges consisted of gelignite, as used vor quarrying, placed 
between the lines ami attached electrically to a detonator on the 
dine itseif. in the case of the charce placed on the line at the 
emi of Jum, the total quantity of explosive materia? was about 
j- kidograas. When the Pelice first examined it, they discovered 
thet part of the wrapping of the explosive consisted of a sheet 
of newspaper printed in Hebrew. This proved to be a piece of the 
paper “Unsere Stimme", kmown to be published in Belsen camp. ‘The 
wire connecting the sxpliosive material with the detonator was 
covered wih a yellow insulating material, of which more wos to be 
hear? later, 

'rom certein other pieces of paper wrapping, it wis possible 
to trace the explosives back to a quarry at Bochum in the Ruhr, 
whexe Gxemination ef the foreman's explosive book showed that the 
perticular package of explosives had been issued to a certain 
Ru@olf MERTEN. Questioning of MERTEN elicited the fact that he had 
on three occasions supplied geligzite to a second person named 
theoder HEINEMANN, who had himeelf acquired it at the instigation 
of a fommer criminal, Further interrogetion established that this 
criminal was in tum in close touch with a Jew named Hubert ABRAHAM 


of iimich. 
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Meanwhile, the German Police had been making separate enquiries 
in Benever itself, based on little more than witnesses’ descriptions 
of certain persons of Jewish appearance who hed been seen near the 
place where the oxplosives were found. As a result of these enguiries, 
two Jews naned Jacob ASDLICH and Jacob KRYSZEK were arrested on 
Suspicions Attache? to REDLICH’s bicyole was fous) a piece of yellow 
wire icentical in every respect with tht which had earlier been fount? 
commected to the explosives on the railway line. 

in the interval before these arrests took place the Police 
found thet REDLICH and KRYSZEK had been in cammmication with a Jew 
tamed ORLINSSI in Munich, ORLINS*I was watched and arrested, together 
with Hubert ABRAHAM, 

Subsequent enquiries showed thet the arrests were fully justified, 
ami although the terrorists were reluctant to give information when 
questioned, ORLINSKI Jater supplied information confinaing that the 
head uarters of the IRGUN ZVAI IZUMI in Sutope is in Paris, with 
suborcinate headquarters in Munich, the whole being supported by the | 
(mited Ziomist Kevisionist Orcanisation, 

‘etivity of the terrorists in Austria has been even greater than 
in the case of Germany, though here we are not in possession of such 
full information. For example, on August 12th a British leave train 
carrying 175 members of the Porces and other officials was derailed 
three miles fran Mealnitz, which is at the end of a long tunnel o the 


border of the American Zone of Austria, on the main line commecting 


iunienh am Salzburg with the south, ‘The line had been used for the 


jast two years mainly for the tronsport of British treops. ‘The 
Gersiiment was caused by the placing of two bombs on the line, of which 
only one expieded, If the second bemb had exploded, the twain would 
have ieft the rails and gone over the embaniqnent. A Jewish refugee was 
arrested shortly afterwards, after he had used a pistol to resist arrest. 


Hamibiils, which were distributed later in Jewish D.P, camps in the 
/Saleburg 
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Salzburg area, Claimed on behalf of the "High Command of the IRGUN 
“VAL LSUMI" that the attack on the train had been the work of the 
LAGURe 

On August 3rd two explosions occurre! in the ecllar of 
the Hotel Sacher in Vienma, used as quarters for British officers. 
Subsequent exaaination of the remains of the bombs showed then to be 
peimarily of en incondiary type, comnected to clockwork fuses, This 
outvage waa later claimeé to be the work of the TRGUN. 

Threatening ictters have also been as common in Germany 
end Austria as elsewnexe, ani the attacks at Malnits and in the Sacher 
Hotel wers follewed by a sories of anonymous bombing threata, one 
of which - sweprisingly enough - involved the Anerican Legation in 
Yistiti@e 

il have diready mentioned that Paris is believed to be the 
healquarters for Revisionist ami IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI activities in Burope, 
as was confirmed by GRLINSEKI, the Jew interrogated after the attack 
on the Hanover railway line, We have hac numerous reports on terrorist 
acstivitisca and of the concealment of arma ard «plosives in France, but 
Gespite liaison between Scotland Yerd and the French Police, it has 
not almays been sasy to obtain much information from that country. 

It has, also, as you wili see, been somewhat noticeable that sowish 
terrorists apprehended in France tend to receive considerate sentences, 

As an example of the scale on which the terrorists have 
been endczvouring to coliect weapons, I might mention the discovery 
by the irench Police in Jujy 1947 im an empty house at Nanterre, noar 
Paris, of five heavy mach ne-guns, one light machine-gun, seven rifles, 
3ix humdred kilograus of cartriiges for various anus of various 
cAlibres and 150 kilograms of explosives, 17 persons were subsequently 


axrested, but of these only two were convicted, and they reesived only 


tnt, 


‘cour months arc) two montas inprisonmnent respectively, with Pines of 
2,000 and 1,2000 franca, One of the arrested men w.a a certain Jerzy 
MOSKOEIEZ, possibly cennected with Amnon MOSCOVITZ whose name appeared 
in the first Terrorist Injex as a member of one of the Terrorist 


orgzanisat_ona. 
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Hore spectacular yas the Habbd KOREY effeir of 
Jephembex 1927, of whieh you will probably have heard aceounts 
in the Proasy This involved a project for an air-raid on Lonion, 
in the sourse of which leaflets were to be dropped in the name of 
the STSiN Gang, together with hiph explosive barbs, Phe prime 
mover was Rabbi. RAPTOR KOR? , an Arerican aitisen born in Russia : 
who had already come te our notice as co-chairman of an organisation 
in the United States known as the Politiesl Action Gamittee for 
Palastines In the previous July ORFF had reached the headlines in 
the 15,446 by introdueing at a Press Conference 9 man reputed to 
be a lseding member of the srmar Gang, travelling ineognite in the 
name of WiidSL, The presamen who attended the conference were not 
permitted to see TOLL, who was h.dden behind a halfopen door, 

In the following month, Kocr¥ was anneuncing his 
intention of parachuting illegal immigranta nto Palestine and elained 
that miliiona of deliars had been subscribed by private Anerican 
Sources, Amerioan ani Canadian planes haveing been purchecd from 
Surplus war stocks, I¢ ves with this project in mind that he vent 
to Paris, Here he substituted for the parachute preject an alsraid 


Of Lar ‘mM, 





in eid ten psrsom were arrmeated, of whon two at least 
were atenaly suspected mombers of tha sian Gnfge One of these was 
A Certain Jacquea WAVTINGKI who had already com te attention in 


this country, vhen he lanied at Lonion Airport on 6th March 1947 - the 
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before an explosion took place in the Colonial Club in Trafalgar 
Squares He was refused lsave te land because of his inability to 
substantiate the reasons which ke gave for his visit to this 
country. It is sisnifieant ihat when the French Police searched his 
rou in Faris after the LOREY affair, they found wrappings for 
packets Of explosives, Thess dzplosives, frem the deacription 

oh the wHappoxs, were exactly similar to those used in the baub 
planies at Dover House in London on i3th April 1947. 

All the persons detained in Paris alter the KORFF 
auventure were later reicased on indefinite bail, One of them was 
Yopetes to have @scaped pelice surveillance ami to have disappeared, 

Sithough KORFY amd his friends seem to have really 
meant business, the whole @pisode in the outcome proved sanething of 
& fares. OF more serious interest from our own point of view is the 
présence in Paris oF & certain Monia BELLA, a Jew of Russian origin, 
whoa Our sources report to be in fact the principal IRGUN representative 
ih tne French capital, He is certainly the principal contact there 
of his brother Leo BELLA, the central figure of the group of 
suspected terxorists in Lonion who haye been cecupying our attention 
and that of Spécial Branch for some time paste 

We now cane to invonmaation less historical in character, 
anc more likely to be of direct interest to yourselves - that is to say, 
te the activities of those Jows in Lonmion ~- and especially Leo BELLA - 
wha we believes to have been plamning terrorist outrages in this 
Count ye 

Our information ebout these people has been obtained 
Very gradually over the course of the past three and a haif years, 
beginning with investisetions which wmade towards the end of the war 
into the activities of the Revisionist orgenisation in Lonagon, of whom 
wae principal figure was a certain Abraham ABRAHAMS, editor of the 
icvisionist paper "Jewish Struggle", This paper consistently put forward 
he Gxtreme Levigionist case for the establismment of a Jewish state 
an tis wiole of Palestine ami fransjorden, Although it stopped short 


of open support of terrorist methods, it went as far as it possibly could 
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in acting as apologist for the terrorists, and in giving oreminence 
to the terrorists' claims to be members of a patriotic "resistance 
movanent" struggling to free Palestine frem the foreign invader, 

Even less metraincd in its propaganda was the 
Revisionist youth group, or BSPAR, for which at one time we believed 
ABRARAMS also to be responsible. In December 1945 the BSTAR, whese 
headcuarters were in a Jewish Club in Stoke Newincton in North Lonéom 
began publication of a naver entitled the “Jewish 8truggle", which 
openly approved terrorist activities, reecumending the use of violence 
arm condemning the British as Nazia, This paper reproduced in 
facsimile amd in translation actual peamphiets imow to have been 
issued by the IRGUN ZVAT LEUM{ in Palestine. in Decamber 1916, by 
which time investimtions by Sp,ecial Branch and ourselves had resulted 
in the identification of the younc Jews mainly responsible for the 
mublication of this paper, these people wer officially warned that 
if further issues were published, prosecuticn woulé follow. This 
effectively mit an erd to the "Jewish Struggle*. Some of you may have 
scen copies of this scurrilous paper, Those of you who have not 
may be interested to glance at this copy. 

Tt was at this stage that Leo BELLA who is a stateless 
person of Russian origin, first really besesn to interest us. He had 
been a member of the Revisionist head office since his arrival in 
this country in 19%6, bet a successful under-cover technique had so 
far concsaled the extent of his association with ABRATAMS and the 
other more open pelitical leaders of the organisation in London. 
“hen, however, we besen to examine the methods whereby the editors 
of the “Jewish Strugsle" obtained propaganda material direct from 
Palestine, it becams clear that the main channel of commmication 
for this purpose was through Leo BEIIA. 

simee then it hes been established from secret sources 
that leo BEIIA is the controll ing figure behind e group of 
compirators whose aim ~- hitherto unsuccessful ~ has undoubtedly 
Seen to organise acts of terrorism in this country. His principal 
associates are a certain Chonel PONIGMUNSKI, a 26-year-old Polee 
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who joined the Revisionist organisation in Lendon in 1939 and who 
ssrved during the war in the RsAeS.Ces Paul iOMESrY, a Palestinian 
aged 22, formerly in the ReAe¥. and now a student in London; a 
Certain Brieh PRINZ, a German of Polish origin who entered this 
country illegaliy in 19463 a 23-year-old South African named Boris 
SENIOR, who, like HOMISKY, served in the R, A.J’. during the war as 

& pilot ~ he is at present believed to be in South Africa; Mojzesz 
KAPLAN, fomserly menber of the Polish Medical Corns; Theodor PRESCHEL,» 
e Pole aged 25, who is studying at a Rabbinical College in Lomion; 
isaac PRESSMAN, a naturalised British subject of Russian origin, 

45 years of age ani a directer of a firm of chemical manufactugers in 
Stoke Newingtony and a certain SOHAPTRO, whose identity is uncertain, 
but who may be a Polish member of the London BETAR who formerly 

served in the Pioneer Corps, It should also not omit to mention 
sobert BRISCOE, a member of the Irish Dail, who has long been an 
active kevisionist in Dublin and in contact with BELLA and other 
Revisionist leaders in Londons 

At least two of these names will probably already be 
Known to you, those of Erick PRINZ and Isaac PRESSMAN. ‘The former . 
you may recall, was arrested on August 26th lost year, when he was 
acntenced to one month's iftvrisomaent on charges under the Aliens'* 
Order amd recommended to be deported, It was in PRESSMAN's garage 
in Lomion thet the ¢,1.D. discovered 27 hand-crenades and a nusber 
of detonators on July 19th, Unfortunately, there was insufficient 
evidence against PRESSMAN to justify a prosecution, but it may be 
noved that a considerable quantity of terrorist literature was found 
in his flat at the time, 

You may be interested te know something of the background 
or these two cases of PRESIGLAN and PRINZ, amd of the information 
which we were able ther and subsequently to give to Sp@cial Branch 
about them. I should point out that the greater part of this 


information was obtained from seast sources » and had therefore to be 
/used 
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used with the greatest care. It was of course impossible to 
usé any of it as evidence for prosecution purposes. 

You will see how slender is the information upon which 
we often have to go, when I tell you that until PRINZ' actual arrest, 
we di? not even know him by this name, It is the regular habit 
of BELLA am his friends to refer to each other by cover names, and 
we knew practically nothing about PRINZ except unde one of these 
cover names. 

Throughout last summer dur sourves reported that BELLA 
and his associates were anxious to collect explosive material for some 
unspecified purpose, Among the persons whom BELLA hoped to use for 
this was the man Mejzesz KAPLAN whom I have already mentioned, almost 
certainly identical with a member of the Polish Forees who was known 


to have played a leading part in organising a BETAR or youth group 


G2 


in Glasgow, The man whom we later knew as PRINZ was also concerned 
with BELLA in the plans to make use of KAPLAN's services. At the end 
of April another former member of the Polish Forces in Scotland came 
into the picture, This was a certain SZAFRAN in Falkirs, thought to 
be identical with Feiwel or Nahum SZABRAN, formerly in the Polish Air 
Foree. We were never very clear about EELLA's plans in connexion 
with this man, but we know that it was agreed between him and PRINZ 
that SZAFRAN should be contacted in Scotiand, Although we think that 
a definite attempt was made to Carry out this arrangement, and aj) though 
PRINZ actually travelled to Falkirk in May to meet SZAPRAN, the whole 
thing came to nothing. SZAFRAN has not himself since come to our 
notice, and we believe that he has avoided any furbher contact with 
BELLA. 

This information about KAPLAN received interesting 
confirmation at the time from a Spécial Branch report of May 29th, 
according to which KAPLAN had in fact been attempting to obtain ams 
and explosives, We learned Simultaneously from our own sources that 
PRINZ had again been in contact with BELLA and had been urging the 
necessity to make further progress in the plan in which KAPLAN was 
involved, It became clear fron the Special Branch information that 


the aim of this plan was undoubtedly to collect weapons and explosive 
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material, an aim in which BELLA and his friends are believed to 
have been unsuccessful, except to the limited extent which was 
iatez shown in the PRESSMAN case, of which I shall have more to 
teil you, 

PRINZ again came to our attention in July, when he 
anc the man HOMESEY were known to have left Londen in a hired ear 
for the purpose of eollecting certain unspecified material in the 
Marlborough districts We were able to pass information to Special 
Branch about this trip, as the result of which the ear was intercepted 
on vhe return journey. Nothing of interest was found in the car, 
but NCGSKY’s companion - who, you will recall, was not yet known to 
US aS PRINZ = produced an identity card in the name of Julius BALLON. 
This card proved not to be his owm, Julius BALLON being another JOW, 
who, by an interesting coincidence, was eaployed as works foreman to 
the man isaac PHESGIAN, of whom more later, BALLON cleimed that he 
had lost his identity card, but it sees more than possible that he 
nad knowingly sllowed HGMSKY's companion, later identified as PRINZ, 
to use it. 

From this time onwards, Special Branch, acting mainly on 
our information, undertook intensivied measures to locate HOMRSKY's 
Companion, whe since the intereeption of the @are on July 27th, had 
disappeared and remaine’ unidentified. At last, on August 26th, we 
obtaine. information about an intended meeting between this man and 
BELLA and HCVSSEY, AS & result Special Branch were able to arrest him, 
and in the proceedings which followed, he was identified as Erich PRINZ. 
im the statenént which he made to police officers he gave a most 
umatistactory account of his arrival in this country, and claimed that 
né had been brought here by Polish soldiers in 1946 wearing Polish 
uniform. He also stated that he had been given civilian clothes in 
rortsnouth Dockyard and picked up outside the dockyard by a man unknown 
to him, who was waiting with @ care In the outcous, he was sentenced to 
one month's imprisomeent on charges unfer the Aliens Orler with a 
wscomendation for deportations He has since been released » and I 
de not as yet know what success the Hone Office have had in arranging 
for him to be deported, 
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The case of Isaac PXESSMAN is the only one in which 
we have had definite knowledge of the acquisition of explosive 
materials by BSTILA ani his friends, though this knowledge was 
obtained only fron secret sources and none of it coule be used in 
evidence. PRESSMAN, who, as I have mentioned, is a British subject 
by naturalisation, formerly Russian, and director of a fima of 
chemical manufacturers in Stoke Newington in North London, was 
detained by the Metropolitan Police in July last year, following 
upon information given t the police by a chauffeur, which led to the 
findine of 27 hand-grenades ani a mmber of detonators in « garage owned 
by PRESSSIAN in North London, A quantity of terrorist literature was 
found by the C.I.D, in his flet at the time. Otherwise, however, 
there was nothing from sourees which could be used which in any way 
indicated that PRESSMAN was a menber of the BELLA Group. From our own 
sources, however, his association with BELLA was clear enough. 

We never succeeded in establishing where the grenades 
found in PRESSMAN's garace were originally obtained, although there was 
some reason to suspect that they had been pilfered from a &.A.F, 
airfield in the vicinity of Marlborough in Wiltshire. From the time 
however of the breakdown in BELLA's arrangements to maxe use of the 
Pole SZAFRAN in Palkirk, we had reason to suspec > niat PRESSMAN am 
BELLA were both concerned in a scheme to obtain explosive material 
froa somewhere in the West of England, and our reports sugzexted that 
PRESSMAN paid a visit to Somerset at the end of June in order to 
examine the possibilities of obtaining such material from quarries in 
that areae (You may recall that there were a manber of thefts of 
gelignite fron quarries in Devonshire et this time, and our first 
inclinstion was to suspect that the BELLA Group had sonething to do 
with this, The C,!.D. were however later able to establish that 
these particular thefts were a straightforward criminal affair and 
had nothing to do with politics.) 

The PHESSIAN story was carried a stage further at the 
becinning of July, when BELLA and his group uede elaborate and secret 
arrangenents to meet HOMESKY at Paddington station on July 6th, when 
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he was to bring a package from the west country, arrangements being 
made for it to be housed in PRESSMAN's garace. One report showed that 
by July 6th BELLA and PRESSMAN had completed arrangements for the 
use of the garage for this purpose. Az that time, although it became 
abumiantly clear after the event, we had no reason to suspect 
the real purpose for which the garage was being made available. When 
however the chauffeur infommed the Police on July 19th about the 
presence there of the hamd-grensatdes, it was safe to infer that these 
grenases were in the package which HCMSSKY hed brought to Paddincton 
fram the west country on July 6th an’ that PRESSMAN, moreover, 
hac had full knowledge of the unJertaking ani had lent his garage 
Tor the purpose, 

Since that time we have heard little of PRSSGIAN, 
am until quite lately the BELLA group as avhole has been relatively 
quiescent, no doubt deterred from activity by the arrest of PRINZ 
am the cicse investigation inte the activities of P2SSIAN. Recently, 
nowever, there have been signs of a revival ef activity on the part of 
DvLLA, if conjunction with certain Jews who have previously aroused 
our suspicions and who have been denounced to the Police, by an 
anoryocus informant, as agents of the IAGUN Zv/I Law. Although there 
are good reasons for discounting information which is obtained fron 
am anonymcus source, informant in this case appeared, from the contents 
of his report, to have fairly accurate knowledge about certain aspects 
of J@éwish umiergroun] activity in the Uses There is little evidence 
that DEL A sontims te be assisted by his former subordinates 
whan we believe to have been implicated in the PRESGMAN affair, 
although he is reported to mintain contact with them. I¢ may be 
thet they have taken fright ané are keeping clear of danger or, on 
the other han’, the nature of the work in which BELLA is now engaged 
my require confedorates of a different type. 

The purpese of BELLA's present activities is not as yet 

clear, and apart from the fact that he and his confedorates appear 
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anxious to raise funds and may shortly be supporting a campaign for 
this purpose, we know little more than that they are once again 
behaving in a conspiratorial mammer anil generally emphoying all the 
tricks which one would expect of an ulerground organisation. 

in their campaign to raise money, for which purpose it is 
likely that they will use propaganda material received fran abroad, 
we have reason to believe that the group which BELLA now controls 
is associated with a relatively new organisation known as the 
Hebrew Legion. The role played by the Hebrew Legion in the partnex- 
ship would appear to be mainly one of propagania for the dual purpose 
of raising funds and of attracting recruits for the defence of the 
Jowish State. 

its leading figures are a cortain Major Samuel WEISER, of 21 
Hyde Park Street, London, W.2. and Lieutenant Douglas De LANGE, 
both of whom held commissions in the forces during the war, WEISER 
in the Amy and De LANGE in the B.N.V.R, According to our reports, 
WEISER and De LANGE were expelled fran the Revisionist organisation 
proper - as represented by Abraham ABRAIAMS of the “Jewish Standari" ~ 
because they were bribed by the American BERGSCGY Group to join that 
organisation and represent it in London, thus filling the gap which 
hed been left efter Professor SMERTENKO's abortive attempts to carry 
out the same tesk in 1946. WEISER had previously been chairman of a 
relatively unimportant organisation known as the Jewish Legion of 
ia-Servicenen, and the adoption of the tem Hebrew was indicative 
of his newly-developed loyalty to BERGSON who, has always, in a manner 
which is difficult to understand shosen to differentiate between 
Hebrews and Jows. (You will recall that one of his most important 
organisations in America wag that know as the Hebrew Committee of 
National Liberation, and, more recently, the American League for a 
¥ree Palestine). Some of you will have seen specimens of the posters 
which WEISER and his organisation have recently attempted to display 
in various cities, including Lonion, Leeds and Glasgow. Owing to 
the sensible attituie of the advertising agents in all three cities, 
very few of these posters were in fact displayed, I have a copy of 
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the contents of one of these posters with me, which any of you who 

have not seen the originals may care to look at. You will see that it 
contains the usual kind of Revisionist propaganda, accusing the British 
administration in Palestine of responsibility for the loss of both Jewish 
and Arab lives, and inviting all Jews to join with the Hebrew Legion 
for the defence of the Jewish State. ‘There owas no very great harm in 
these posters in themselves, but the association of WEISER and De LANCE 
with BELLA, of which we have only recently learned P gives us reason to 
regard the activities of the Legion as of rather more interest. We hope 
that it will not be long before we know more about the reasons for his 
linking it with BELLA, and about his connection with the BERGSON group 
in the United States. 

There is one further canparatively recent development which I 
should mention, although it is not known to have anything to do with 
the United Zionist Revisionist Organisation in this country, or with 
BELLA or the Hebrew Legion. I réfer to the despatch last December to 
Town Clerks throughout England, - but not, I think, Scotland - of 
threatening letters signed by the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI. ‘These letters, 
all of which had been posted in Tel Aviv, demanded an accelerated 
evacuation of British troops from Palestine and an end of what was 
termed British interference in Palestine Jewish affairs and in Jewish 
relations with their Arab neighbours. It was stated that if British 
troops, while still in Palestine, concerned themselves only with the 
organisation of their own evacuation, they would not be attacked » and 
continued ; 

"but any attempt by whatever means to perpetuate British 

rule in whatever form and in whatever part of our country 

will result in a new offensive by the IRGUN'. 

We have sent a number of the original envelopes in which these 
envelopes were received to our representative in Jerusalem, who has 
asked the Palestine C.I.D, to endeavour to trace their origin. This 
enquiry has not yet produced any definite result, and you will 
understand that in present circumstances it is not easy for the 
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Palestine Police to carry out any sort of routine investigations, 
especially in cities such as fel Aviv, where police authority has by 
now been almost entirely delegated to the Jews themselves. One 
particularly interesting suggestion has however come fran the Chief 
Constable in Great Yarmouth, who has pointed out that the Town Clerk 
of that town attemded a Town Clerks Association Conference in 
Bournemouth in May 1947, at which the Town Clerk of Tel Aviv, 4 
certain Captain Yehoujda NEDIVI, was also present. NEDIVI lectured 
to the assembled Town Clerks on local govermment in Palestine and 
especially in Tel Aviv itself. In the following September the Town 
Clerk of Great Yarmouth received from NEDIVI a letter and a book 
containing photographs of various parts of Tel Aviv. WNEDIVI stated 


in the letter that the name and address of the Town Cler« of Great 





Yarmouth had been otiained from a list of those who had attended the 





Conference at Bournemouth in the previous September. It therefore 
seems very possible that NEDIVI - and through him the IRGUN ZVAI 

LEUMT - obtained the addresses of the recipients of the threatening 
letters received in December from the same attendance list. If so, 

it is on the cards that NEDIVI was actually an agent of the IRGUN ZVAI 
LEU at the time of his hospitable reception in Bournemouth, although 
neither we nor the Palestine Police at that tins had any signuificant 





record of him. 
= J IMMI~ That brings me more or less up to date where Terrorist activities 
GRATION AND are concerned, and I have exacted more than enough of your time without 


INTELLIGENCE. touching on those other aspects of Zionist subversive activities which 
I mentioned at the beginning - namely Jewish illegal immigration and 
Intelligence. I need not take up your time much with these. Illegal 
imaigration is known to have taken place from this country, and it is 
certain that organisations for the training of Jewish refugees in 
omelet and similar activities may serve as recruiting grounds for 
illegal immigration to Palestine. Routine examination of the 
correspondence of illegal immigrants detained at Cyprus in August last 
year showsd that such training organisations existed in Leeds, Bedford, 
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London and at a fame at Thaxted in Essex. There was also same 

evidence that Jews from Glasgow had attended the centre at Thaxted. 

A report received from the Palestine C.I.D. in January last year 

indicated that a youth organisation imown as Habonim existed in a XE 
nunber of English speaking countries including Engliamd, the United 

States anc South Africa, and that it was organising illegal 

immigration on & small scale. Habonim appeared at that time to t 
have at least two centres in England, one in Buckinghamshire at 

Newport Pagnall and the other at Phoenix Farm which is at Bookham in 

Surrey. The method of operation seemed to be that immigrants were 

instructed to first cbtain relief work en the Continent and then, 

after a period varying from a few weeks to a few months, to join the | 
party of immigrants secretly bound for Palestine. You will see that I 
there does not appear to have been any question of illegal immigrants 
shipping direct from this country to the Middle East, and we have no 
evicence as yet of illegal immigration from here by any route on a 
significant scale. I should like to add a final word on Jewish 
Intelligence. This is a subject more of interest to M.I.5. than to 
yourselves, and one to which we have been unable up to now to devote 

much time. We believe, however, that it may well become of increasing " 
importance. The Jewish Agency has for some time been in fact, though 
not in law, the shadow Government of the Palestine Jewish comunity. 

As such, it has reproduced all the departments of a normal administration 
including, for example, finance, immigration (legal and otherwise) and 
ware Though it has not openly admitted the existence of an Intelligence 
cepartment, it can be taken as a certainty that such a department has 

in fact cxisted, and Jewish Agency Intelligence officers have been 
intemaittently in contact wih our ow security representatives in the 
Middle East ané elsewhere since at least 19/1. At one time, when it 
suited their political book, they actually gave to British Intelligence 
in the Middle East and to the Palestine Police a number of names of 
Irgun Zvai Lewni and Stern Group terrorists - but this service did not 
last for long. More recently, we have been interested in the Press and 


Publicity branches of the various Jewish Agency offices in Jerusalem, 
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London, Paris and Washington, since we have had reason to believe that 
these branches have served as cover for the collection of information. 

So far as we know, this Intelligence work has in the main been done 
without undue Concealment and there has been little attempt to adopt 
secret service msthods. It has been wne the less effective, and there is 
no doubt that the Jewish Agency offices everywhere are extremely well 
informed about all political and military developments affecting Zionist 
ambitions. in the Middle Hast itself, they have naturally specialised 

in the obtaining of information about Arab intentions. 

Our interest in these Intelligence activities arises fron the fact 
that we believe them to be a potential danger to the British security, 
“especially when the Jews are in sight of attaining independent statehood, 
Where Jewish Agency offices now exist, there will no doubt in future be 
Jewish Embassies, Legations or Consulates, and it is to be expected that 
these will serve for cover for intelligence, just as the Agency offices 
have served in the past. This need not alam us unduly in present 
Circumstances, while the more sensible Zionists recognise their continued 
dependence for military and political Support upon the Anglo-American bloc; 
but should the orientation of the Jewish state in international politics 
take a dirferent swing in the future, we should then have to watch ovr ~~ 
step where Jewish Intelligence is concerned. Already, it is impossible 
to ignore the fact that certain of the left-wing political groups in 
Palestine under the leadership of Moshe SNEH, the former commander in chief 
of Hagana, are watching the advantages to be. gained by an approach to 
Soviet Russia, while in the background both the itgun Zvai Leumi and the 
Stern Group have echoed this policy in their secretly printed newspapers. 
I do not want to make too much of this, and there has been a tendency 
lately to overdo the theory that the Zionists are sold to the Russians. | It 
is, however, a possibility which has to be kept in mind, and which gives 
added reason for Supposing that the Zionists' aggressive activities as a 
whole will remain a camuitment of the Security and Intelligence authorities 
for a considerable time yet to came, 
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D.G.'s Lecture at Taunton on Sth Jan, 1948. 


JEWISH ACTIVITIES, 


Jewish Terrorism. 


AS you know, one of our tasks during the recent 
troubled years in Palestine, has been to supply to the 
police, whether in Palestine itself or in this country, 
with eny information obtainable from our sources which 
may assist in the task of combatting Zionist terrorism. 
You also know that the position in Palestine is about 
to be radically changed, with the termination of the 
British Mandate on May 15th, and you might be led to 
expect that our interest in Jewish underground activities 
will case, or at least diminish, with the withdrawal of 


BritiBh civil and military authority from Palestine. 


The facts are otherwise, Let me deai first with 
the problem of terrorism. It might be thought that, 
with the British withdrawal, the main object of political 
terrorism will have been removed. It would be reasonable 
to expect thst the British would shortly cease to be 
the targets of the Irgun Zveai Leumi and the Stern Grow, 
and it would be reasonable to anticipate some drawing 
together between the Irgun and the Stern on the one hand 
and the Hagana - the para-military army of the Jewish 
Agency ~- on the other, in order to present a united 
Jewish front sgainst the Arabs. Actually, our evidence 
shows that mutual suspicion between the Hagansa and the 
terrorist organisations proper continues, that Hagana 
intebligence is active sgainst the terrorits, and that, 
although efforts have been made towards a reconciliation, 
the Irgun Zvsi Leumi have insisted that a free hend be 


reserved for them in what they are pleased to call 


"foreign Ppolicg"™. 








Due 


The recent despatch of propagande pamphlets by the 
Ircun Zvai Leumi to Town Clerks throughout the U.K. may 
well be an @xample of thei "foreign policy". You have 
probably already been fully informed about the contents 
of these pamphlets, but I may perhaps remind you that 
contained threats of a "new offensive" against the 
British troops in Palestine, should they engage in any 
activities not directly connected with the evacuation. 
These p@mphlets were despatched by asirmail from Palestine. 
The exact place of origin was not at first discernible, 
but a specimen has now been seen with the postmark of 
Tel-Aviv. In this connection it may possibly be & 
Significant that a conference of the Town Clerks Association 

which took place on May 12th, 1947, was attended. by a 
certain Captain Yehudah NEDIVI, the Town Clerk of Tel-Aviv. 
Information received in August 1947 from Palestine showed 
that NEDIVI had been suspected of being concerned in the 
illegal importation of arms in 1941, and was known to be 
in close touch with the Hagana between 1942 and 1945, 
when he was in the British army. In September, he sen 
the Town Clerk of Great Yarmouth a book containing 
photographs of Tel-Aviv accompanied by a letter in. 
that the name and address of the Town Clerk had been 
obtained from alist of those attending the conference at 
Bournemouth in Mey. It seems more than likely therefore 

hat it was through NEBIVI that the Irgun obtained the 
names and addresses of the recipients of the recent 


pauphlet. 


In circumstances such as these, it would, in my 


>. 


opinion, be dangerous to assume that the approaching 
termination of the British Mandete in Palestine justifies 
my relaxation in the security precautions which you 
and we nave found it necessary to take against the menace 


of Jewish political, terrorigna. 


/Jewish. 
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Jewish Intelligence Activities. 


There is, however, another aspect of the Jewish 
problem, which is likely to be of more continuing interest 
to the Security Service than the short term danger of 
terrorism. This is the problem of countering Jewish 


intelligence activities. 


The Jewish Agency has, of course, long been an 

embryonic Jewish Government, containing within itself 
ali those administrative departments which will be 
necessary for Jewish rule in thet pert of Palestine comprised 
within their Stete. Tnus there has been an equivalent of 

Jewish Treasury, of an Immigration bemprtment (no doubt 
the ultimate seat of control of illegal immigration), 
and of a War Office, probabiy directing the H=gana. L 
think it can be taken 28 certain that there has also been 
an equivalent of an Intelligence bepartment, designed to 
keep the Jewish Agency Executive and in future the Inner 


Cabinet of the Jewish State,fully appraised of such 


information as it requires for planning the achievement 

or Zlonist ambitions. Frankly, We Know very littie 

about the Jewish Agency Intelligence organisation, but 

it iS perhaps safe to assume that it is divided roughly 

into two branches, the one military and the other political. 


r s 


The principal instrument of the military branch is 
robaply the intelligence organisation of the Hagana, 
roughly equivalent to General Staff Intelligence in the 
British Army. Through Hagana Intelligence, the Jewish 
Agency ars abie to keep themselves informed sabout the 
plans and military dispoitions of surrounding Arab 
otetes and of the Mufti. Similarly, it has probably 
been mainly through the Hagena organisation that 
intelligence has been obtained from Hurope upon which 


to base the planning of illegal immigration. In the 


political field, the Agency has long had its 
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representatives in every principal capital of the world, 
mixing on a high level with senior diplomatic and 
governnental authorities, and acting in effect as the 
unofficial ambassadors of the future Jewish state which 
they have now successfully brought into being. Witao the 


formal establishment of this Jewish State, it may 


reasonsbly be forecast that these representatives will 


themselves acquire formal diplomatic status, and will 


thus have their intelligence activities facilitated by 
diplomatic cover and privilege. The conclusion is 
inescapable that they will for a long time to come be a 


jor Commitment of the Security service in its capacity) 






as a defensive counter-intelligence orgenisation. 


Nor must we leave out of sccount the Revisionist 
organisation, which, alongside the Jewish Agency or the 
covernnent of the new Jewish State, may be expected to 
carry out its own intelligence activities. In this 
connection it may interest you to know that a Jew, with 
Revisionist history and connections, who srrived in this 
country from the U.S.A. in Cetober 1947. was found to be 


in possession of a long plain language code, and of 





copies of letters and telegrams from which it was ii 
that he had used this code to report information to his 
contacts in London about negotiations with numerous highly 
placed military and Government officiels in the U.S, and 
elsewhere, The full implications of this case are not 

yet entiely clear,but it Seems likely that the individual 
in question has been operating as an intelligence agent 

in the U.S. and in Europe, either on behalf of the 


Irgun Zvai Lewni or of the Jewish Agency itself. 


Jewish Illegal Immigration. 





I will conclude with a short reference to the question 


of Jewish illegal immigration. As you will have 


gathered from press reports of the interception and 
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and diversion to Cyprus of the Pan York and the Pan Crescent, 
with the largest shipment of illegal immigrants yet known, 
this has not ceased to be a problem. Moreover, although, 
with the termination of the Mandate, the restriction of 
Jewish immigration by the quota system will cease, and 
with it the necessity for illegal immigration, our 
information shows that all the machinery for this immigrant 
traffic - and particularly the shipping - continues in 
being. The ships in question may of course possibly be 
transferred to the new Jewish State for legal purposes. 
Toey may be used for the legitimate shivment of Zionist 
Jews to Palestine from all over the world. But equally 
they may be used for the shioment of arms, and it is 
notewortay that a statement was made by a Jewish Agency 
representative at a press conference in the U.S.A. on 
December 9th to the effect that "the Hagana will suspend 
ilisgal immigration into Palestine in favour of shipping 
arms into the new State by the same clandestine methods". 


You will note the emphasis on the intended use of the 


same methods, and IJ need hardly stress the interest with 


which we have read, in this connection, the recent reports 
in the press of the discovery of a cargo of T.N.T, on 
board a ship in Jersey City, which was about to be 

shipped to Tel-Aviv. No doubt it is to America that 

the Zionists will princiaplly look for the supply of arms 
and funds upon which they must depend for survival against 
Arab attacks. Taney are also likely, however, to attempt 
to satisfy these needs in any country where opportunity 
officer, and the possibility of such arms deals taking 


place in this country must not be overlooked. 


The ending, therefore, of British rule in Palestine 
is wmnlikely to bring with it any lessening of the security 


problems presented by militant Zionian. It is important 


to remember that the new Jewish State will be in an area 











vital to British defensive strategy in the Mediterranean - 
a State of which, however small and newly fledged it may 
be, the potential danger to British Imperial security 
cannot be disregarded. I would mention, finally, 

that it is certainly unlikely to be disregarded by 


i -.eP 4 m=, ep . & 
SOVLeGtLT RUBSiIife 





>. 











For about the past three years, the. work of the Middle 


East section of the Security Service - the parent section in 
London of the organisation at G.H.Q. in Fayid known as 
Security Intelligence Middle East — has been dominated by the 
Jewish problem. As you will realise, intelligence on this 

au ieet has had a vital bearing on HeM.G.'s policy for Palestine, 


and wpon. the nee ne security, not only of Palestine itself, 


but also of ina; waede Middle East, where Arab friendliness towards 


this country has tended to increase or diminish in accordance 
with the extent to which, in Arab eyes, Great Britain coeeeead 
to conciliate the mounting ambitions of the Zionists. These 
ambitions, as you know, have aimed at the establishment of a 
Jewish State in Palestine, and —- where the policy of the extreme 
Revisionist group is concerned.--even at the ¢stablishment of 

a combined Jewish State of Palestine and Trans jordan. They 
have been furthered, not only by world-wide propaganda, of which 
the intensity has been especially marked in the United States, 
but also by underground activities, such as Jewish illegal 
immigration and terrorism. These last two types of activity 
have been the subject of close study by my Middle East section 
over a considerable period, and I think I may say that through 
its efforts the Security Service has been able to pass much 
valuable information both to the Government departments concerned 
in the combating of illegal immigration and tO ‘Siee@ndieddoo-Foerecs 
ouuitinbexiger those police officers who have had the responsibility 
of protecting fase threatened Jewish attack such property and 
persons as have been picked out by the Zionist thugs as suitable 
objectives. 

As you know, His Majesty's Government has now finally 
decided to discharge itself of the Peary responsibility of the 
Palestine mandate. The future of the country will remain a 
matter of uncertainty until U.N.O. has finally decided whether 


or not to endorse the recommendations of the special committee 


of enquirye Since, however, both the United States and Soviet... 
17 By 
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Russia, through their representatives, have expressed approval 


of the partition plan recommended by the majority of the committee, 


it seems on the whole likely that some form of partition will 
in due course be implemented. This implementation will not be 
easy in the face of resolute Arab opposition, and no decision 
has yet been made as to the composition. of the force, whether 


international. in character or otherwise, which will be required 


to keep the ring in Palestine until +-cen~#inei+y7—re—redeoase 
An Yo ats , tion 
@m conditions of relative tranquillity, Nor can our evacuation 
from the country be achieved in a moment. It will be a 
complicated business after twenty-five years of rule, and many 
months are likely to pass before the last British soldier n° @». 
the last British official have left the country. It does, 
however, seem on the whole probable that some measure of Jewish 
anbitiong are now BE eae of achievement, and that in at 
least part of Palestine a Jewish State will be established in 
the relatively near future. The British, moreover, will now 
longer be bearing the sole brunt of Zionist opprobrium, and 
will therefore cease to be the terrorists’ principal target, 


or the principal obstacle in. the way of Jewish immigration. 


We are therefore within sight of a gradual diminution of the 


eo 





responsibilities of the Security Service where these two 
difficult and complex intelligence problems are concerned. 
It would be dangerous, however, to sound too optimistic 
a~note, and it would appear that, if Jewish illegal immigration 
is in fact to cease as one of our major problems,«the-Jewish 
Agency at least intend that its end shall be dramatic. At the 
moment, we have intelligence of four ships which may shortly 
be on their way to Palestine with illegal immigrants, and two 
of these are the largest with which the Navy have yet had to 
deal. These are the "Pan Crescent” and the “Pan York", sister 
ships of about Ms both of which were last reported at 
Constanza, which they entered early this month after being 


shadowed by the Navy as far as the entrance to the Bosphorus. 


They are each believed capable of accommodating up to 8,000 Jews, 











wee ae 
and the “Pan Crescent" was in fact last reported to be due 

to leave Constanza on October /th, with some €,000 illegal 
immigrants on board. One helpful item of news recently 
received by the Foreign Office is to the effect that about 

20 Italian members of the crews of both ships, who had signed 
on in Italy without knowledge of the use to which these two 
ships were to be put, have been demanding their discharge in 
Rumania on learning that their destination was to be Palestine 
and their cargo Jewish immigrants. If this trouble continues, 
the sailing of the two ships may yet be delayed, but. the tnhene> 


of their departure still hangs over us, and, if they in fact 


“gail, their size will make them a difficult proposition for 


the Navy's boarding parties. If they do succeed in arriving 
in Palestine,whether by beaching themselves or by otherwise 
evading H.M. ships, their arrival cannot fail to add to the 
already increasing tension between Arabs, Jews and British in 
Palestine, especiallyin the frontier regions, <aancey oe Arab 
armies have lately been reported to be sninbige Wes increase 
of tension in Palestine, and the suddengfly crystallised Arab 
realisation of the threat to the integrity of their countries 
implied in the United Nations Special Committee's partition 


plan for Palestine, has given rise lately to an increase of 


interest in my Middle East section in Arab activities, and 


particularly in the secret efforts of the Arabs to obtain support 


Nue pare 
and recruits from outside the Middle East area. ee | do not 


think we should discount the dangers inherent in the Middle East 
at present —- dangers which are not in principle very different 


from those which have led to such bloodshed between the rival 


Hindu and Moslem communities in India. Both the Iraqi Government 


and the Arab League, through its representative, Azzam Pasha, 


have made clear their intention to occupy at least the Arab parts 


of Palestine in the event of British withdrawal from that 
country. The Arab states possess armies which are by no means 


negligible as fighting forces and which in the cases of Egypt 


and Irag include small but respectable air components, with 
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which the Jewish Hagana force would be sn no position to 

compe sts Even if the Arab states, through disagreement among 
themselves or for any other reason, do not declare official 
warfare upon the Jews, the latter seem likely in any event 

to be threatened with determined attack by uncoordinated Arab 
guerrillas, whose Cigatineee SA shown, mt only in the 
time of T.E. Lawrence, but also during the 1936 Rebellion, 

and who will derive further solidarity and unity of purpose 


from the inspiration and presence in Syria of their leader, 


Haj Amin el HUSSEINI. The Mufti, moreover, has at his right 


_ pao SEA 


en hand the renowned former Syrian rebel, Fawzi el Qawuqji, who 


although perhaps by now past his prime as & Pimphtenmyae 2 





warrior,has not yet lost his renown among Arab fighting men. Be 
The influence of the Mufti is by no means confined to 
the Middle East itself. He has two aHle. expone: i of his 
cause in the United States in the persons of his kinsman, Rajai 
Husseini, and of the former rebel and wartime renegade, Mr 
Kamal. In London, he has an able lieutenant in Izzadeen Shawa, 
a Cambridge-educated Arab, 4); years old, who was employed as 
a young man 13 dowatananl service in Palestine. With the 
outbreak of the keen revolt in 1936/39, he showed signs of 
sympathy with the rebels and in 1936/37 was suspected of being 
a party to attacks on two Arab police inspectors. AS a 
consequence, he was discharged from Government service in July 
1937, and for the following years worked actively on the rebel 
side not only in Palestine but also in Syria, the Lebanon and 
Trade It was reported that he was at this time a member of 
the Arab Higher Committee and in close contact with the Mufti. 
1939 found him in Baghdad, where he was in touch with the 
Germans. Again in 1941 he was a member of a Palestinian 
deputation which obtained an interview with the Armistice 
Commission of the German Von Hentig in Syria. Suspected of 
taking a part in Rashid Ali's rebellion in Irag, he was arrested 
by the Iraqi authorities and interned for a short time. On 


his release he obtained employment in Saudi Arabia as director 


of an agricultural scheme undér Ibh Saud, but became once again 
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involved in politics and was for a time dismissed from Saudi 
Government employ. His association with the Mufti was renewed 
in 1946, and he was suspected of being an active party to Haj 
Amin's escape from France on the S.S. "Devonshire". A Palestine 
Government exclusion order is still in force against him. 

Taewdeen Shawa arrived in London as the direct 
representative of the Mufti in June this year, and established 
the Palestine Arab Political Mission at 26 Eaton Square, as a 
rival organisation to the Arab Office, which had already for 
some time represented the Arab League under the general 
direction of Musa el Alami. At the moment, the membership of 
the mission consists of no more than Shawa and one English and 
possibly one Arab secretary, though it may be reinforced before 
long by a certain George Mansour, another of the former followers 
of the Mufti now in Cairo. The object of the mission is to 
protect the point of view of the Palestine Arabs and to solicit 
support for the extremist views of the Mufti. Our observation 
has not so far shown that Shawa has attempted to carry out his 
task by any illegal methods. We are however continuing to 
keep a close watch on him and his associates, particularly in 
the light of recent reports that a number of British ex-officers 
and other Arab sympathisers in this country may volunteer to 
serve in the cause of the Mufti in the Middle East. It seems 
quite possible that Shawa's office may in due course become 
a recruiting centre for volunteers of this type, among whom it 
would be reasonable to expect to find a fair sprinkling of avead 
Fascist sympathisers. 

AS I have explained, the intelligence objectives of the 
security Service Middle East section will require redefinition 
in view of the changing situation in Palestine, and of the 
alteration in the nature of British responsibilities in that 
country. The outlook is the more uncertain by reason of the 


hold-up in our negotiations with the Egyptians concerning the 


revision of the 1936 Treaty with that country. The whole 


general framework of our strategic position in the Middle East 








is, in short, in the process of a thorough "shake-up". Until 
the uncertainties in the present situation have been clarified, 
it is difficult to foresee the exact nature of our intelligence 
commitments in that area. As I have explained, our concern 
with Jewish illegal immigration is, on the whole, likely to 
decrease, and our interest in Arab activities - and particularly 
secret activities —- to increase. 

Nor must we forget that, behind the immediate plaka? xe < 
the Arab and Jewish problems, there is the still greater Miswace 
of Communist penetration. With the increase in tke literacy 
in the Middle East countries in the course of the last 
generation, the peoples of these countries have become more open 
to influence by subversive propaganda and particularly by @e. 
propaganda of the Communist type with its appeal to the poorer 


classes. An example of the extent to which Communism can obtain 


the support of Arab sympathisers was shown by the arrest and 


trial in May and June this year of some } members of 
Party ut Of 
the Iraqi Communist/and the so-called «he Iraq Communists 


in Baghdad, which led to the passing of heavy sentences on 8 {Fy 
ringleaders of these two organisations. Although direct 
communication between Moscow and these two parties was never 
proved in the course of the Iraqi Government's investi gations ay, 
certain evidence did suggest fairly strongly the likelihood of 
such direct inspiration, and it became clear in the course of 
the trials that leaders of the two groups had certainly derived 
encouragement and support from outside Iraq — even in some cases 
from the United Kingdom. It was established, in the course of 
the proceedings, that these Communist groups had been instrumental 
in fomenting strikes, especially among railway workers, in Iraq, 
and that they had used other less openly Communist Left Wing 

Deb beter ng 
political groups as instruments for ewveding this and other 
subversive aimse With the increase in recent years of the power 


of the written word in the Middle Bast, there has grown an increéed 


possibility of exploiting the hitherto voiceless working classes 


which, if worked upon by & skilful propaganda, may prove a 











Nag 
powerful weapon of disruption in an area vital to our strategic 
interests. It is my intention that Security Intelligence 
Middle East shall pay the closest attention to the Communist 
problem from now onwards, while the Middle East section of my 
office in London will be supplementing these Middle East 
investigations by acquiring all possible intelligence regarding 
the direction of the Middle East Communist groups from outside 


that area,whethersuch direction be from Moscow or from any 


other country. 
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he The past three months (December 1946 = February 1947) 
have been characterised in Palestine by a deterioration in 
public order arising from an extension in the scope and number 
of terrorist outrages and from the Jewish Agency's political 
frustration after the failure of the London negotiations. As 

a result of this frustration, and for fear lest by reason of 
its apparent inaction the Jewish community should slip into the 
nands of the extremists, the Agency has shown even greater 
reluctance then formerly toe co-operate with the Administration 
avainst the terrorists, unless such co-operation were 
accompanied by increased Jewish immigration. Consequently, 
British forces heve been deprived of vital assistence in-their 
yperations egsainst the terrorists, and the Agency's feverish 


¢ on increased immisration as a means of self- 
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justification continues to invelve H,N.G in the distasteful 
and surely negative interception and detention of immigrants 


earrivine clandestinely in Palestine waters. 


ee The immediate tasks are, therefore: 


(a, "o induce the Jewish Agency to co-operate ageinst 
the terrorists. Co-operation with individual 
sections of the Jewish community may be effective 
in isolated instances, but the Agency alone hes 

ficient information end personnel treined in 

counter-terrorism to deal effectively end apeedily 


with terrorist organise tions. 
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To Limit Jewish illegal immigration which leads to 
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- 


estrencement between the Jewish community and the 
Palestine Government end has frequently provided 


the ocension for terrorist outrages. This 


.* 
. 


limitation could be achieved either by an increase 








in the immigration quota, so that Agency immigration 
organisers would be largely occupied with legal 
traific, or by action to stop the traffic in Europe, 
which would avoid the political repercussions 
incidental to interception in Palestine waters. 
40 This note considers; 
{a} The Strength of the Terrorist Organisations; 
(b) The Jewish Agency's attitude to Terrorism; 


(c) he Jewish Agency and illegal immigration. 


5B. The Strencth of the Terrorist Organisations. 
4. Although conclusive evidence is lacking, the accepted 

figures, which are supported by Jewish Agency estimates, for 

1945-6 membership of the Irgun ani Stern Group were 

respectively 5000 and 400 members. Terrorist operations were 

then comparatively spasmodic; aimed at individual targets, 

and demanded relatively few trained saboteurs or assassins. 

The scale of recent outrages, such as the sustained attacks 

on security posts and vchicles in and around the martial law 

areas, indicates thet the terrorists new command not only an 

effective popular support, but also a larger membership. 

or This larger membership arises from: 

(a) Success in recruiting emong demobilised soldiers 
and recent immigrants, 600 of whom arrived in a 
shin sponsored by the Revisionist Party from which 
most of the terrorists are drawn. A large me jority 
of beth soldiers and immigrants have experience in 
underground work in Europe, which, together with 
the bitterness caused by close acquaintance with 
the fate of European Jewry, provides the emotional 
backsround of terrorisn. 
(>)  Desertions from Hagana end Palmach by reason of 


The Jewish Arency*s inaction and lack of success in 


nevotiations with HH.a, 








(c) Growing self-confidence within the terrorist 
organisations arising from successful operations; 
political and probably financial support from 
American Jewry, and the Jewish community's 


dissatisfaction with the Agency. 


The Jewish Agency's Attitude te Terrorism. 
ERE SE EAE RE RE ES NS METRE <I A NE MS CER SI I SBN SS 


7 


Os There has been no weakening in the Agency's public 
denunciation of terrorism. Symptomatic of its attitude was 
the recent naming of an illegal immigrant ship after Haim 
ARLOSSONOFF, & prominent leftewing member of the Jewish 

Agency who was murdered by the terorists in 1940, 

Te In November, 1946, the Agency, claiming for political 
reasons to be unable te co-operate with the Palestine 
Government agninst other sections of the Jewish community, 
opened an “Educational Campaign" to wean Jewish public Opinion 
from the terorists. Tas partial success of the campaign may 
be seen in recent public co-operation with the Government, 

but it is of no importance in comparison with the extended 
scope oi terrorist outrages. 

Ge During the recent Zionist conference in Switzerland, 
and again in early January, 1947, the Agency was reported to 
have caused the terrorists to desist from outrages. It is 

not known whether this was achieved by threat of reprisals or, 


[ad 


as in 1945-6, by some form of operational arreement. 


| 


e The Agency has maintained its own Hagane counter= 
terrorist service. This has thwarted at least certain 
verrorist attempts to penetrate and recruit members from Hacana 
and Palmech formations; has impounded terrorist vehicles and 
arms caches, and, aS in early 1945, on occasion has privately 
detained suspected terrorists for interrogation. 

10. Apart from the reports mentioned in paragraph 8 


above, there has been no evidence of operational liaison in 


Palestine. On the Burepean continent, however, an agreement 








The Jewish Agency and Illegal Ini 


concluded in 1946 for como eration between Jewish Acency end 
Revisionist illegal immigration services has seen fruition 

in the recent arrival in Palestine of the Revisionist ship 
"ABRIL". As the Irgun is the only executive arm on which the 
Revisionists can depend, end co-operation in Europe presupposes 
at least relations and means of commnication within 
Palestine, it is reasonable to deduce that even if operational 
liaison does not obtain at present, the Agency an the means 
of contacting Irfun leaders at will. 

ll. It is impossible to establish accurately the success 
of Hapeana operations against the terrorists noted under 
paracraph 9 above. The Agency, at variance on the one hand 
with tse Government, and on the other, at least temporarily 
with ls rge sections of the Jewish community, cannot hope for 

& success comparable with that of its 1945 operations, when 

& measure of coeoneration with the Administration obtained and 
the Jewish community was largely in su»port. As a recent 
example, in one area certain Hagana settlements objected to a 
general mobilisation for countereterrorist purposes after the 
Sentencing of Dov CRUNBR. Yet it is certain that the Agency 
has still beth a sufficient follewing in the country, and is 
sufficiently well informed on terrorist mtters to nevtralise 
both the Irgun and the Stern Group. However, as public order 
deteriorates and the terrorist orgenisations become stronger, 
s0 the task becomes more difficult; but the same argument 
applies even more forcibly to Covernment stempts unaided by 


the Jewich comminity's support and by Agency information. 


rration,. 





12. The Jewish Agency has fixed 6000 refugees per month 
from April to October inclusive (total 42,000) as its target 
ior illegal imsigration during 1947. The figure is, however, 


admitted to be optimistic and a more reasonable estimate would 


be 4,000 immigrants per month (total 28,000) for which the 








Jews can 
136 
(a) 


(b) 


aren 





(d) 





(e) 





muster sufficient shipping during the period, 


Jewish illegal immigration follows this plan: 
Escane routes from Russian controlled zones 

where Jewish Acency officials work in collusion 
with Soviet services. 

Concentrations of Jewish D.Ps in Italy (22,000), 
Austria and the Western zone of Germany (American 
gone alone holds some 50,000) in semi-autonomous 
camps where para-military training is a commonplece 
end no writ runs save that of the Jews themselves. 
Transfer from larger inland camps to embarkation 
points in the South of Italy, Marseilles area, 
Antwerp area. Both the French and Belgian 
Governments have, in agreement with Jewish rescue 
organisations, established annual refugee transit 
guotas of @,000 and 4,000 D.Ps respectively. The 
Italian Prime Minister was reported to be 
considering a similar azreement in respect of 
10,000 refugees. 

Purchase end chartering of illegal shipping throuch- 
out Burope, particularly in Greece and Sweden, ia 
organised by identified suspects from Marseilles, 
(Their activity extends even to the United Kingdom 
where they have acquired and arranged the refit 

of three vessels), 

Shins en route for Palestine normally leave European 
waters with valid papers tor some South American 
port. They begin, or rendezvous during, their 
voyege at Marseilles. Most of their passengers 

are embarked in Southern Italy, where emaller 
schooner-type vessels operate a ferry-service to 


the larger vessel probably standing off the coast 


outside territorial waters. 





14. Overt measures to impede the illegal immigration 
traific can be considered under three headings: 
(a) Control of Imvigrants. 
(b) Control of Shipping. 
(c) Control of Organisers of Illegal Inwigration. 
ibe Control of Imigrants. 
(a) Jewish D.Ps should be housed in camps for which 
some Government or reputable international 
organisation will accept responsibility. Such 
responsibility should include correct documentation, 


and control of entry into and exit from the camps, 


b) Governments onerating frontier controls along 
> 





reiugee routes should be asked to ensure that 
D.ePs transit their countries only if in possession 
of genuine and valid travel documents to an ultimate 
destination and of reservations, or financial 
ability to reserve, accommodation with recognised 
Shipping firms, 

{c) The French and Belgian Governments should be asked 


66 reconsider the quotas they have established for 


Jewish D.Pa or to make them subject to conditions 





noted in sub-paragraph (b) above. 

(da) Embarkation authorities and Port Police should be 
requested = possibly on the pretext of our interest 
in terrorism « to provide nominal rolle of Jewish 
parties leaving their ports. Such nominal relis 

would give HMC the opportunity of protesting to 
the Government concerned if the veesel in question 
arrived clandestinely in Palestine. 

16. 


Control of Shipping. 





(a) Of 41 known suspect ships, 20 are recistered in 
Panama, G in Italy and 5 in Honduras. Withdrawal 


of their registrations, te which the Panamanian 


overnment have already asreed in five cases, would 











deprive the Jews at least temporarily of a large 
portion of their immediately available Shipping. 
(b) Three ships suspected of implication in the 
traffic are at present in U.K ports. Means should 
be found of detaining them and/or of delaying their 
refit. 
(c) The same three ships have been acquired by the Jews 
from official British sale of Surplus craft. Some 
system of vettine of impending buyers both in the 
UeK and the Dominions should be instituted te 
prevent further sales of this sort, 
l7e Control of Illegal Inuai gra tion Organisers. 

The biographies of known orgenisers of illegal 
Shipping should be circulated te the Security authorities of 
the countries in which they are known to Operate so that the 


issue of travel and currency facilities may be Stopped. 


vonclusion,. 

iS. Representations to secure, on the one hand, 
co-operation in Palestine from the Jewish agency against the 
terrorists, and, on the other, @ restriction in surepe of 
Jewish illegal immigration, appear at first Sight 

incompatible, Cooperation with the Acministration is 
indissolubly linked for the Jewish Agency with an authorised 
increase in the imsi gration quota. 

19. The situation in Palestine has, however, deteriorated 
to Buch an extent that the Agency has now to consider not 

nly the public demand for increased immigration (a campaipfn 

at least partly of ita oun inspiration), but also the political 
chellenge to itself from right-wing extremists Supported by a 
section of American Jewry and terrorist fanatics, As the 
Agency must endeavour to obtain & Sympathetic hearing and 


present a united front before U.N.O it cannot be indifferent 


to this political challenge, nor to terrorist outrages which 








alienate Anglo-Saxon sympathy. Its bargaining power is, 
therefore, considerably reduced and would probably be 
satisfied by a face-saving teken increase in the quota. 

Oe Measures in Europe, which are limited to normal 
diplomatic representations and stricter security controls, will 
not provoke widespread disturbance in Palestine, The Agency's 
interest in immigration arises at least as much from political 
as from humanitarian motives. Jt is concerned to avoid the 
Palestine Community's reproach for inaction when immigrants 
are civerted from the grtes of Palestine to Cyprus; the same 
would not apply to diversions at European frontiers. 

cle From the British point of view, the envisaged 
measures would enable the Covernment to wrest the initiative 
in Palestine from the terrorists, and in Europe from the 
Acency's illegal immigration organisers. Such measures would 
permit a constructive security policy which might ensure the 


maintenance of order in Palestine until U.N,O has consid ered 


the case, 
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UNITED ZIONIST REVISIONISTS in U.K, 


Note on Activities:  23.9.4.6 
General 


1 No significant developments since last meeting. Campaign for 
increased support still in initial stapes’. Activity hampered by 
shortage of funds. Emphasis on forthcoming Congress Elections. 


Situation at Head Office. 


26 Work somewhat disorganised since Head Office was ejected from its 
premises in Manchester Square and has not yet found permanent quarters, 


De Internal disputes about provincial organisation, Intrigueg on 
part of @xtreme Revisionists to squeeze out more moderate members has 
resulted in frequent disputes on matters of organisation, Extremists 
blame moderate element for giving insufficient support and freedom of 
action to provincial organisers: mocerates excuse is that provincial 
organisers lack initiative. 

Lee Revisionists heavily overdrawn at the Bank. Supplies of money 
from South Africa temporarily suspended. 


Fo | a 
VOlInpDal onl 


-rovincial Canip. 


5 Chief activity in GLASGOW, MANCHESTER , LEEDS and CARDIFF, where 
Revisionists have established branches. “nmphasis on preparation for 
Congress election, due to take place on 13th Oct. GLASGOW and MANCHESTER 
holding public meetings, backed by poster announcements. LAEDS handi- 
capped. by lack of suitable speakers ané onl, just Keeping head above 
water. Little activity reported in CARDIFF. 


6. Proposal to establish branches in BIRMINGHAM, BRADFORD, BLACKPOOL, 
LIVERPOOL, NEWCASTLE and SHEFFIELD scarcely beyond olanning stage. 
Little 


4 ? 
if’ eny thing done beyond canvassing for publie speakers and 
emong existing subscribers to "Jewish Standard”, 
de GRARAMS, writing in "Jewish Standard" 13th Sept., says "It has 
become the duty of the Revisionist Movement in this country to prepare 
to Go open battle at the coming elections for the integrity of Zionism 
ana the heritace of HERZL. It becanes the duty of all political 
42Lonists to devote the coming few weeks to tne task of oublic enlighten- 
ment, of propagating the truths of Zionism and of warning the electors 
against the dangers. The Central Committee of the U.%R. have done 
weli to proclaim the coming weeks before the election as as a period of 
unremitting activity". 


3 in LONDON, main activity outside head office di splayed by East LONDON 
Group. This Group has held feweral public meetings end is now organising 
door-to-door canvass and collection and Carrying out a drive to increase 
sale of “Jewish Standard", Other groups in LONDON are little more than 
private discussion groups. 


9, Uncertain status of U.2R: the organisation camot be represented as 
such, at the World Zionist Congress, since it has no independent status, 
legally, but is obliged to stand as a section of the Jewish State Party. 


It is intended that question of serarate status shall be put to vote when 


pee ley “abet, Congress elections take place 13th October. U-7. R. 
claim to have sold 10,000 shekels (each shekel giving right to one v 
out of a total of 62,000 sold in U.K, re mT 
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The White Paper of 1959 


The White Paper satisfied neither side. To the Arabs 
it was to some extent welcomed as a partial defence agains 
an uncontrolled increase in the Jewish population of the 
country, but they were disappointed that it failed to erant 
them immediate. independence, It was universally condemed 
by the Jews as a violation of the mandate and as an instrument 
nich would place them in a permanent minority status within 
stile Arab State. There were thus sown in 1939 the seeds 
whieh were to gsrow in the course of the next seven years into 
the militant d4ionis m of to-day with its unqualified demands 
for a Jewish State, 


Nothins however has contributed more to .the growth of 
Zionism during the war years than the Nazi persecution of Jewry 
- the fisures for those "liquidated" by the Germans vary, but 
ome estimates place it as high as six million - and the 

home J lessness of many thousands of Jews in Europe since the end 
of the war, In the ghettos of Warsaw, and in other parts of 
Hurope where underground organisations fought the Nazis, many 
young Jews have gained experience of organised violence in the 
cause of freedom, and in these circumstances Zionism has become 
& world wide underground organisation, with illegal armies 
amounting in all to as many as 100,000 armed and trained men and 
women as its spearhead in Palestine, 
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TON POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS, 

The present number of Zionist groups, clubs “7 
associations is so great, and their miscellaneous titles so 
confusing that I will not attempt to burden you with an account 
of them all, It will bde bec P as if I indicate that there 
are two main currents in political Zionism to-day, 


The Jewish Agency and the"Old" 4ionists. 


Firstly there are those Zionists - commonly referred to as 
"Old Zionists" - who in the main follow in the wake of the Jewish 
Agency, the body established in Palestine under the terms of 
she mandate for the purpose of representing the interests of 
the Jewish population vis-a-vis the British administration, 
Many Jews of this particular political persuasion would have 
been satisfied before the war with the establishment of a Jewish 
National Home according to the terms of the BALFOUR declaration, 
To-day however they are mostly unanimous in demanding a Jewish 
State, though there are divisions in their ranks, and there 
have lately been signs of a cleavage between the more moderate 
elements typified by Dr, WEIZMAN, the seventy year old Zionist 


leader, and those who follow the leadership of younger and more 
violent exponents of Zionism, such as Ben GURION, a prominent 
representative of Jewish Labour and Chairman of the Zionist 
Executive. Closely associated with Ben GURION are Moshe SHERTOK, 
Head of the Jewish Agency's Political Department in Jerusalem, 

and Berl LOCKER, Secretary of the Agency in London, while David 
LINT OY Assistant Secretary, has hitherto steered a middle course, 


The Revisionist Organisation. 


The extremist wing in Zionist politics has been represented 
since 19235 by the "New" Zionist organisati on(which has lately 
adopted the alternative title of “United Zionist Revisionist 
Organisation" and whose members also call themselves ‘Revisionistd’ 
which was founded in that year by the late Vladimir JABOTINSKY, 
a dew of Russian origin who had had a not undistinguished 
service during the 1914-18 war, and who for many years was an 
idol second only to WEIZMANN in Zionist eyes, particularly among 
the extremists. Since its foundation, the Revisionist aim has 
been the immediate establishment of a Jewish State comprising 
both Palestine and Transjordan, and it has fought a continuous 
battle for ascendency over the Jewish Agency. This struggle has 
in the main been unsuccessful, but there have lately been 


/indications 








ee 


indications of an increase in extremism in 4ionist ranks 

in conseaguence of the pressure of events, one sign of which has 
been an increasing tendency for younger members of the HAGANA 
(the illegal army in Palestine controlled by the Jewish Agency ) 
to desert to the ranks of the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI (the illegal 
para-military organisation founded by JABOTINSKY in 1937 which, 
though not now openly directed by the Revisionists, nevertheless 
mainly subscribes to the Revisionist political point of view). 


The present chairman of the Revisionist Vorld Executive, 
and its leader in Palestine, is Dr. Leib ALTMAN, a Russian born 
Jew educated in the U.S.A. who first came to Palestine in 192u, 
Outside Palestine, the Revisionists have representative offices: 
in most countries of the world, and particularly in Paris, New 
York and London, In the U.K., they are controlled by a Central 
Committee which, with its Executive Committee, has its 
Headauarters in London at 25, Manchester Square, This Central 
Committee is in theory co-ordinated with the Revisionist World 
Executive but is in fact obliged to work largely as a free-lance 
sroup, for lack of the necessary support from Palestine, There 
is a section of the Revisionists which would be glad to see Dr. 
ALTMAN removed from his position, on the ground that this 
state of affairs is due largely to his lethargy. 


The internal politics of the Revisionists are exceedingly 
complex and it is unnecessary for our present purposes to 
examine them closely, It is sufficient to say that in the 
present state of Revisionist affairs, personalities are more 


significant than programmes, The leading personality among 
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unscrupulous intriguer, ABRAHAMS is an active mover in the 
extreme wing of the Revisionists and, together with his 


supporters, is engaged in an attempt to squeeze out of office 


he more moderate members of the organisation, 


cr 


Under ABRAHAMS guidance, Revisionists in the U.K, are 
pressing on with a campaign to extend and consolidate their 
organisation, They already have branches outside London, - 
on which I should welcome further information from any of you 
who may be able to supply it - in Cardiff, Glasgow, Leeds and 
Manchester, of which the most active is Glasgow. They are 
now canvassing further support in Birmingham, Blackpool, Bradford 
Leicester, Liverpool, Newcastle and Sheffield, They disseminate 
their propaganda at public meetings and by means of their organ, 
the "Jewish Standard" ,of which ABRAHAMS is editor, The tone 
of speeches made has been extremist and, sometimes anti-British, 
Armed resistance and revolutionary activities have been justified 
as necessary means of defence and it has been implied that they 
are necessary, too, for the realisation of Revisionist aims, 

On one occasion, at least, ABRAHAMS is known to have advocated 
openly at a meeting in London the unity of the HAGANA, Irgun 
Zvai Leumi and Stern Group. The "Jewish Standard” reproduces 
this propaganda in milder form, 
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Supported by the organisation of the parent body, the 
Revisionists' Youth Group, known as the “BETAR", are making 
Similar endeavours to gain sympathy. There is evidence that 
this effort also is directed by ABRAHAMS, who however takes 
care, in this instance, to keep behind the scenes, using one 
Paul BEN-ARON, a Roumanian, as his lieutenant. The BETAR 
are principally active in London, where, after an interval 
of four months, they have resumed publication of their organ, 
the "Jewish Struggle". This paper is fiercely and «vindictive ly 
anti-British and has reproduced articles anc pamphlets published 
in Palestine by the terrorist organisation the Irgun Zvai Leumi. 
The Betar campaign in the provinces is still in its initial 
stage, but they have already claimed some success in Glasgow, 
where a young Polish ex-soldier, named Moshe KAPLAN, aided by 
two of his compatriots, is building up a local branch, There 
are indications that, as other young Jews are demobilised, they 
also will play a part in extending the Betar organisation in 
provincial towns. 
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While there is nothing concrete to show that the Revisionists 
or their Youth Group are organising an underground terrorist 
movement, or planning acts of violence, there is always the 
possibility that some unpredictable act of violence may be 
committed by. one of their o#@<tRetr more hotheaded members, 

In these circumstances, danger is inherent in the close contact 
between the Revisionists and the young Jews of foreign origin, from 
whom they are recruiting the active organisers of their Youth 
Movements. The Betar in Palestine has served as a source of 
fecruits for the terrorist organisation Irgun Zvai Leumi and it 

is within the bounds of possibility that it may be turned to a 
Similar use in this country by foreign partisans who are not likely 
to be restrained by any respect for British institutions and may 
well be predisposed to violence by their earlier training in 
Central Europe, It should also be borne in mind that the 
Revisionists in the U.K, might prove a convenient point of contact 
for any terrorist arriving in the U.K., and desiring assistance 

and possibly finance from friends in this country. 


ZIONIS? INSTRUMENTS OF POLITICAL PRESSURE. 


In seeking their aim of establishing a Jewish »tate in 
Palestine by legal or illegal means, the Zionists have brought 
pressure to bear upon H.1i.G. and upon world opinion by three 
principal methods, These are, firstly, by extensive propaganda; 
secondly, by organised illegal immigration into Palestine; and, 
thirdly, by terrorism, Each of these methods of reinforcing 
Zionist demands has produced a heavy intelligence commitment for 
the Security Service and for its representatives in Palestine and 
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Provacanda. 


Zionist propaganda, to which the United States with its 
large Jewish population is especially receptive, is distributed 
by Jewish political organisations of all shades throughout the 

rid, but more particularly by the offices of the Jewish Agency 
in Jerusalem, London, Paris and New York, In America, irresponsible 
extremist organisations, such as the “American League for a Free 
Palestine" - which is believed to have a number of American 
political irons in the fire - systemically misrepresent British 
policy in Palestine, and have lately even appealed through 
advertisements for funds for financing illegal immigration, which 
is represented as a "charitable" object, 
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year, and has been demonstrated by the arrival of illegal 
immigration ships in Palestine waters since the end of June on a 
steadily increasing scale, which has now necessitated he diversion 
of their passengers to temporary camps in Cyprus, where they Will 
presumably remain until a decision is reached on the political 
future of Palestine. The illegal immigration vessels bear 
immigrants who have crossed Europe by well defined routes, assisted 
on their way by Zionist organisers who - making good use in many 


cases of their experience in underground movements .during the war 
-~ act as guides and, legally or illegally, see to the refugees" 
documentation, accommodation, and passage across the various 
European frontiers lying on their way to Mediterranean ports of 
embarkation. The activities of these illegal immigration 
organisers are known to have been much assisted by the presence 
in Europe of U.N.R.R.A and other relief organisations, among whose 
personnel are many Jews, and which are known to have been 
xtensively penetrated by the Zionists for their own secret 
purposes, 
Information on the methods and routes of this underground 


organisation for the illegal movement of Jews throughout Lurope 
is received by the Security Service from British intelligence 


representatives abroad, and, after collation and co-ordination 
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in London, is regularly passed to the interested Government and 
Service Departments, 


Jewish Illegal Armed Organisations, 


successfully makes a landfall in Palestine, a corresponding 

diversionary activity on the part of one or other of the Jewish 
illegal armed organisations is to be expected, There are three 
of these organisations in Palestine; the HAGANA ("Hagana"” is 

a Hebrew word meaning "defence") which takes its origin from the 
egally recognised police having the task of protecting the 


Jewish settlements, and which has now swollen into an army of 

at least 60,000 men and women; the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI, consisting 
of 5-8,000 extremists specialising in murder and more particularly 
in sabotage, of which the King David Hotel outrage is an example; 
and the STERN Group, which has grown from a small group of IRGUN 
defectors, dissatisfied at the IRGUN's policy of co-operation 

with the Palestine Government in time of war, to a body of 4-600 
men and women specialising in political assassinations, 


I will describe these illegal organisations in somewhat 
further detail, but I must ask you, when I do so, to remember 
that they are highly disciplined bodies whose security 
regulations are of the strictest, and which, organised for the 
most part on a system of independent cells, are extremely 
difficult to peneng Moreover the members of these 
organisations havé/7highest sense of loyalty to each other and to 
their cause, and rarely give information about their fellow members 
when interrogated. Our information about them is therefore 
necessarily and regrettably limited, 


Ihile Jewish Agency leaders have been at pains to deny that 
they direct the HAGANA, it is now generally accepted that the 
HAGANA is in effect the army of the Agency, and Moshe SNEH, who 
is believed to be its leader and is now in Paris where he fled 
from Palestine, is a member of the Jewish Agency Executive. I 
1ave mentioned the fisure of 60,000 as the estimated strength 
of the HAGANA. This is in fact the probable approximate total 
which would be achieved on complete mobilisation, but it should 
be added that almost every available able-bodied Jew in 


can be counted upon to assist in some combatant or 
ibatant role. It is likely, moreover, that the HAGANA will 
recently have gained considerably in numbers following 


very 
upon the disbandment in Palestine of the Jewish Brigade, of whom 
2 considerable proportion are known to have been HAGANA members, 


It is generally believed that the G.H.Q. of the HAGANA is 
situated at Tel Aviv. It consists of a number of separate 
departments covering various aspects of HAGANA activities 
including training, finance, intelligence, records, transport, 
works and buildings, and signals, ‘here are subordinate 
formations in each Jewish settlement, in which elaborate plans 
are drawn up for defence and security. The efficiency or these 
security arrangements has been amply demonstrated lately, when 
British troops in Palestine have searched the settlements for 
arms. The arms have in all cases been most cunningly concealed 
an 1 their discovery rendered extremely difficult hy almost 
invariable non-cooperation on the part of the Jewish settlers, 


Training of the HAGANA rank and file is carried out in 
or near the settlements, and consists of such subjects as 
drill, the use of small arms, elementary tactics, map reading 
and first aid. Gross country training and other exercises take 
place throughout the country, favourite areas being the Gilboa 
hilis and the country south of the Dead Sea, Training pamphlets 
are printed by the HAGANA organisation, and every effort is made 
+o obtain uv to date information from British and other Service 


publications, as well as from the interrogation of individuals 


/- such as 
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of the group was taken up by a certain Nathan FRIEDMAN-YELLIN, 
a Pole who came to Palestine from Warsaw in 1941. FRIEDMAN - 
YELLIN was at that time in detention in Latrun camp, but he was 
apparently successful in passing written instructions to his 
follvers outside the camp, and in November 1943 he succeeded 

n tunnellins his way out with 19 supporters, He has not since 
péeéecn Le-Cap tured, 
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The STERN Group has been steadily recruiting in recent 
months, and may now number as many as 600 followers, most of 
whom are desperate men and women who count their own lives 
cheap, They specialise in political assassinations and it was 
they who were responsible for the murder of Lord MOYNE in 1944. 
In recent months it has been reported that they have been training 
selected members for the purpose of proceeding overseas and 
ssassinating a prominent British personality - special reference 
avi been several times made to Mr, Bevin in this connection. 


noses 
Reports that the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI or STERN Group may attempt 
the assassination of a prominent British figure outside the 


Middle East have in fact been growing in number since the 
beginning of this year and culminated a few days ago in a report 


that the IRGUN and STERN, in the event of confirmation of the 
death sentence on the 18 STERN Group members now in custody in 
Palestine, intended jointly to set up representative "cells" in 
London, (The death sentence on the STERY Group members, as you 
ill have observed from press reports, has now been commuted 


* 


WL lave 
to imprisonment for life) 


d such plans for extending their activities abroad 
a 7 RGUN or STERN, we might be faced with a real 
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r of assassinat gowen or the sabotage of important buildings 
is country, and rticularly in London, 


Precautionary Measures, 


With this danger in view certain precautionary measures 
have for some time been in force, including arrangements whereby 
no Jew can obtain a U.K. visa from the Middle Hast without the 
eeces of the local Security authorities, while Passport 


Control ficers in Hurope have instructions to refer back to 
the Waddle Bast any application for a visa on the part of a Jew 
with a Palestinian or Middle East background. At U.K. ports, 


Imaigration Officers report to the Home Office, Special Branch 

nd the Security Service the names and personal particulars of all 
Jews arriving in the country from the Middle Hast, these names 

é then checked against Security Service records, An index of 
known or suspected meimbers of the IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI and STERN 
Group has now been printed by the Security Service, and will 
very shortly be placed in the hands of Special Branch, Scotland 
Y of the Chief Constables responsible for ports not 
covered by Svecial Branch, The distribution of the list to 
Imnigration OP Pieses is also under consideration, 


It is hoped that the PrP eaae aves briefly described here 
have at least made it more difficult for a Jewish terrorist to 
reach the U.K, by legal means, It is less easy to devise defences 
against terrorists arriving illegally, and it would be well for 
police officers at points of entry into the country to keep the 
closest watch on any Jew whose activities appear suspicious. 

Some further safeguard is provided by the fact that both Special 
Branch and the Security Service are keeping under strict 
surveillance those representatives of the "Revisionists "or New 
Zionists who have their headquarters in London, and who might 
serve as a point of contact for any terrorist entering the U.K. 

In this connection I should particularly welcome from those 
present any information which may in the future be obtainable 

on the activities of any Jews in the provinces who style 
themselves “Revisionists", "New Zionists", or "United Zionist 


Revisionists", 
| //You will 
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You will appreciate that Intelligence work on this sub ject 
is a delicate matter, in the course of which it is necessary to 
be continuously on one's guard against persons who sympathise 
with Jewish aspirations and who - though completely trustworthy 
in every other respect - may on this particular subject have 
divided loyalties, Feeling over the Jewish question has grown 
to such a pitch, and the facts as regards Palestine have been so 
misrepresented by Zionist propaganda, that virtually every Jew 
is to-day 
is may apply not only to full Jews but to persons of 
arentage on one side or the other. It is because of 
problem that we occasionally find ourselves obliged to 
it you about certain individuals who are to be employed in 
connection with our work, and to ask you to_make enquiries into 
their family connections. This is a subject/which I should 
welcome your views, since I appreciate that the carrying out of 
Such enquiries by the police is a delicate and difficult matter. 
You will realise the desirability of avoiding a direct approach 
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In this talk I have necessarily done no more than skim the 


Jii tw ie 
surface of a problem with which I should only confuse you were 
I to attempt an exposition in more detail. I hope however that 
I have at least told you enough for you to realize the dangers 


nism to-day - dangers not only to the lives of 


inherent in Zi 
eaders, but also the whole stability of the Empire, 
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individual 
it does so much on the Middle Hast, where there can 
security without a peaceful solution of the 
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NOTES FOR DIRECTOR-GENERAL's MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER 





I. THREATENED JEWISH TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN UNITED KINGDOM, PALESTINE 
AND ELSEWHERE. 


(a) Report by Agency Officials. 


EISENSTATT =- Jewish Agency representative in Cairo and a Moderate - 
and Zeev SHARIF - Agency Security liaison officer with D.S.0O. in 
Jerusalem - have just reported to our local representative:- 


Fierce STERN Group reaction inevitable if 18 sentenced members 
are executed. 


Retaliation will be of order of 100 outrages for 15 executed. 


Indiscriminate shooting of British officers and soldiers on 
streets in Palestine must be expected. 


assination of selected V.I.Ps will be attempted outside 
Palestine and in following countries:- U.K., Egypt, Persia, 
and the Levant States. (Our representative points out that 
Cyprus should now possibly be added). 


In our representative's view, the Agency are not merely crying 


twolf : 


KISENSTATT is himself very disturbed and the Agency have 


concentrated three of their former counter-terrorist personnel in Cairo. 
The Agency specifically requested that this information should be 
passed to the UeKe + 


Action Taken: Police, together with Colonial, War and Foreign Offices 








Security precautions for detection of 


informed. 


Jewish terrorists attempti 





to visit U.Ke 
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(iii) 


Visas. All applications for U.eKe visas by Jews in Middle East 
are scrutinised by local Security authorities. 


On the Continent Passport Control officers have instructions to 
refer back to the appropriate Middle East Consul (who in turn 
consults local security) any applications for U.K. visas from 
Jews of Middle East origin or background. 


Precautions at U.K. ports. Immigration officers at U.K. ports 
report to Home Office, Special Branch and M.I.5 the particulars 
of all Jews (including seamen) arriving from the Middle Kast, 
whose names are then checked against M.Ie5 records and in cases 
of doubt also against those of the Security authorities in Cairo 
and Jerusalem. Any adverse record is at once passed by Me1I.5 

to Special Branch. 


As a further precaution, an index of terrorists is being prepared 
by M.Ie5 and will very shortly be placed in the hands of the Police 
for distribution to officers at principal points of entry into 

the countrye 


Precautions in UeK.e Special Branch is keeping a close watch on 
members of the New Zionist Youth Organisation, known as the 
"Betar", who entertain extremist views. M.I.5 is obtaining 
through its own sources as much information as possible regarding 
the activities of these and other Zionists in the U.K. who are 
known to have expressed sympathy with terrorist activity in 
Palestine, and who might be a point of contact for any terrorist 
arriving in this country. 


+NOTE Our Jerusalem representative has since received information that the Irgun é@ 
Stern group have decided to send 5 "cells" to London to work on I.R.A. lines. To use 
their own words the terrorists intend to "heat the dog in his own kennel". If the 18 
Sternists are executed the Irgun have agreed %o co-operate with the Stern group. 
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Tis HA‘ SANA SABOT AGE PLAN De 


Top Secret sources akzm reveal that the Hagana are contemplating 
further sabotage activity. The G.H.Q. of the Hagana in Tel Aviv have 
sent mines, explosives and delay time fuses to one of the principal 
Hagana saboteurs in Haifa - the same man as was responsible for the 
operation against the "Empire Rival", 


~ 


III. POSSIBLE ATTEMPTS TO RELEASE KEY JEWISH PERSONNEL NOW DETAINED IN 
CYPRUS. 





It is the custom for the Captains and crews of boats captured with 
illegal immigrants to mix with the latter to avoid detention. This 
also done by "escorts" who are picked Hagana personnel plying backwards 
and forwards from Palestine and the various ports from which these boats 
set sail. 


Top Secret sources reveal that the Hagana may plan to attack the 
detention camps in Cyprus to effect the release of these crews and escortse 
Our representative in Cyprus is being warned of this. 


7 


IV. COUNTER-SABOTAGE PRECAUTIONS. 
EN ee ee ee 


Palestine had forewarning, through Top Secret sources, that a “limpet" 
attack on an unidentified boat (or boats) lying in Haifa was probable and 
imminent. Measures taken, as in safeguarding the King David, were not, 
however, comprehensive enough and, as is known, the Empire Rival was 


holed. 

It is understood from preliminary soundings already made by the Office 
that expert technical oe ice would be welcomed by the local Military and 
Police. To this end, e Office, provided the Palestine Authorities agree, 
is hoping to find a count er eauees we expert who will shortly be sent to 
Palestine for this special purpose. He will aim during his stay to make a 
general survey of Ma pores security measures with a view to having them 


Lr. 


strengthened and to train a team of counter-sabotage officers. 
Ve ILLEGAL IVNMIGRATION 


(a) Future scale of illegal immigration. Zeev SHARIF, Security officer 
of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, has informed our representative 
that the British authorities would do well to prepare camps in Cyprus 
sufficient to accommodate within three months as many as 50,000 
Jewish immigrants. The ships and the organisation, he added, were in 
existence for conveying illegal immigrants to Palestine on this 
increased scale. 
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It has been le ately from Top Secret sources that the 
Revisionists =e aU pa the extreme Right Wing in Zionist politics) 
are now engaged on their own in the organisation of illegal immigration. 
This is of interest as indicating the presence on the Continent of 
Kurope of a Revisionist network, similar to that kmown to exist under 
the auspices of the Jewish Agency, in which connection the recent 
appearance in Paris and Salzburg of Irgun Zvai Lewni pamphlets is note- 
worthy. 


(b) Appointment of M.I.5 illegal immigration intelligence liaison officer 
in Europe. 


Mele5 have appointed an officer to act as liaison with British 
Intelligence authorities in France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Belgium 
and Holland. The purpose of this appointment is to encourage and 
facilitate the distribution to the executive authorities concerned 
of all such information relating to Jewish illegal immigration and 
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arms traffic, and other Jewish clandestine activities, as will assist 
the authorities in the suppression of such activities. Where suitable 
the M.I.5 officer will advise regarding suitable counter measures. 


Evidenc e of Russian complicity in illercal immicration and in subversive 


activity in Palestine, 


(i) Reports have been increasing that the Russians are encouraging 
the movement of Russian Jews through Poland en route to Palestine.. 
One such report, for example, from a source believed reliable, 
states that the movement of Jews from Russia through Poland to 
Bavaria, and the departure of Polish Jews from Poland are being 
facilitated by the Russian authorities. According to the same 
source the Russian Intelligence Service has recently been playing 
a part in bringing pressure to bear on Jews in the Soviet Union 
to emigrate, 


Reports have been frequent - but usually indefinite - that the 
Russians are making use of this illegal immigration traffic for 
the purpose of infiltrating agents into the Middle East. The 
source quoted in (i) above, for example, has recently stated that 
a "very considerable number" of Russian propaganda and military 
intelligence agents have been able to reach Palestine by this 
means. This is borne out by a report from the British M.A. in 
Warsaw, dated Aucust 12th, stating that - according to a source 
of fair reliability - a "large number" of Jews proceeding to 
Palestine from former Polish territory now in U.S.S.Re, are 
Russian agents. <A hitherto untried source has also lately reported 
that the Russians are training Jews in sabotage and in Communist 
and anti-British propaganda in Bulgaria, with the intention of 
ultimately sending them to Palestine. 


(ii) 


(iii) Evidence of Russian encouragement of illegal immigration is provided 


by the recent increase in the number of ships carrying illegal 
immigrants to Palestine from Balkan ports. 


It 1s known, for example, that the vessel "Agia Anastasia", is 
preparing to depart from Constanza with illegal immigrants, and 
in this connection a Top Secret source indicated on August 2nd 
that the Jewish illegal immigration organisers in Rumania had 
"received permission from the Russians" for her to sail. It 
may be significant that a representative of the British Legation 
in Bucharest, who visited Russian H.Q. in Constanza on August 16th 
to discuss the matter of the “Agia Anastasia", met a Zionist 
delegate there holding lists of the persons aboard the ship - a 
meeting which apparently embarrassed the Russians, who were 
unable to explain the presence of the Zionist representative. 


(iv) Particularly interesting is a recent statement by EISENSTAT? 
(the Jewish Agency's contact with our Cairo representative) to 
the effect that SHVEDOV, first Secretary of the Soviet Legation 
in Cairo, recently asked that a representative of the Agency 
should secretly visit Moscow and offered transport from Egypt in 
& military aircraft for this purpose. 


ARAB AFFAIRS. 


Liaison between Turkish and Egyptian Security Authorities on a 


matters. 


Egyptian and Turkish security representatives discussed in Alexandria 
measures adopted in Turkey against communism in attempt to evolve 
joint policy. This is a significant closing of the ranks of Middle- 
Eastern countries to counter Russian activity. Our D.S.0. may learn 
more of these discussions through his intimate contact with the 
Egyptian Director-General of Public Security. 
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(b) Likelihood of further terrorist activities by Arabs in Egypt. 


Suspension of treaty negotiations may lead to increase in Arab terrorism, 
Our representative stresses that terrorists are regarded as national 
heroes rather than as criminals. Many of those responsible for recent 
outrages are young men of good family with influential support whose 
position vis-a-vis Egyptians analagous to that of Jewish terrorists in 
eyes of Jewish population in Palestine, 


Activities of the Mufti. 


The Mufti moved into a private villa near Alexandria at the end of 
July and has become increasingly active. Recent visitors have included:- 


JAMAL HUSSEINI 


HUSSEIN KHALIDI Members of Arab Higher Committee. 


AHMED HILMI J 

ABDEL RAHMAN AZZAM =- Secretary General of Arab Leagcue. 
MARUF DAWALIBI ) Arab renegades recently in Paris 
ISHAQ DARWISH ) who assisted the Mufti in his escape. 


(d) Arab attitude to forthcoming Palestine Conference. 


*& According to reliable source, Jamal HUSSSINI, Chairman of the Arab 
Higher Committee, has said Arabs had no hopes regarding London 
conference, but were attending so that disagreement could be registered 
before the case was referred to U.N.0O. 
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